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ZAlI NUDDI N HOPES M SI AKI NI MAI NTAI N BALANCE AND CREDI BI LI TY

KUALA LUWMPUR, March 12 (Bernama) -- Information Mnistry Parliamentary
Secretary Dat uk Zai nuddi n Mai di n has urged the on-1ine news porta
Mal aysi aki ni . comto give bal anced reports so as to enjoy public confidence.

"I do not expect themto support the governnment but they al so should
not be | ooked upon as perennially anti-government,” he told reporters after
meeting three Mal aysi akini officials at his office, nanely editor-in-chief
Steven Gan, news editor Fathi Aris Orar and chi ef executive officer Prenesh
Chandr an.

Zai nuddi n said the content of the I nternet newspaper shoul d al so have
integrity and credibility.

"I f Ml aysiakini has credibility, they can also survive as a website
wel | supported by advertisers in the country," he said.

Today' s neeting foll owed a nedi a row bet ween Zai nuddi n and Mal aysi aki ni
whi ch pronpted Gan to wite to Zai nuddi n seeki ng an appoi ntrent to expl ain
the running of the news portal.

Zai nuddi n reportedly said | ast nonth t hat Ml aysi aki ni was barred from
covering nedi a conferences by Mal aysi an mi ni sters not because it was
critical of the governnment but because its credibility was questionabl e.

To substantiate this he referred to a Feb 8 edition of the Far Eastern
Econom ¢ Revi ewwhi ch carried aninterviewaquotinginternational financier
Geor ge Soros as sayi ng that Mal aysi aki ni was anbng nedi a organi sati ons
receiving aid fromSoros' Open Soci ety Fund.

Zai nuddi n sai d today's nmeeting, which lasted 90 nmi nutes, was am cabl e,
candid and frank.

"I amhappy to hear themstating their conmtnent to (Prime Mnister)
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad' s vi sion and the national vision," he said.

Zai nuddi n said that presently the peopl e regarded Mal aysi aki ni as an
anti-establishment Internet news portal.

On Mal aysiakini's conmplaint that its reporters could not cover
assignnments as they were not i ssued press accreditation, Zainuddinsaid it
shoul d not use that as an excuse for not com ng up with bal anced reports.

Asked whet her the neeting di scussed Mal aysi aki ni ' s fundi ng by Sor os,
Zai nuddin said: "l told theml et bygones be bygones, let us start a new era.
These i ssues should not stop us from cooperating."”

When approached after the neeting, Gan said the group raised the issue
of press credentials for Mal aysi aki ni reporters.

According to him the mnistry about a year ago rejected Ml aysi akini's
application for press accreditation for its reporters as it did not have a
publication |icence

"As an internet web site, you don't need to get a publication |icence.
Sormrehow the ministry will have to update their policy on press card for
Mal aysi aki ni especially given the fact that we are internet journalists,"
Gan sai d.

According to him Zainuddin had agreed to ook into that matter.

Wi | e stressing that Ml aysi akini woul d continue to be an i ndependent
media, Gan said it was inportant that its reporters have press credentials
so that they could al so report on what the governnment had to say.

"Dat uk (Zai nuddin) wants us to be less critical. | think our position
is that we are an i ndependent nedia... we will continue to criticise where
necessary."

Gan gave the assurance that Ml aysiakini witers would continue to be



bal anced in their reporting in regards to opinions.

"We woul d all owthemto continue to express opini ons based on proper
facts,"” he said.

Asked whet her the meeting al so di scussed Mal aysi aki ni's fundi ng and
Soros' involvenent, Gan said the matter was di scussed briefly.
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