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ZAlI NUDDI N WVELCOVES CHANDRA' S STAND ON DEMOCRACY

KUALA LUMPUR, April 22 (Bernama) -- Information Mnistry parliamentary
secretary Dat uk Zai nuddi n Mai di n t oday wel coned Parti Keadi | an Nasi onal
deputy president Dr Chandra Muzaffar's acceptance of the principle of
denocracy by consensus as contained in Vision 2020.

He said Dr Chandra's stand showed that he rejected the concept of
"ritualistic and hatred"” politics allegedly practised by the Bari san
Alternatif.

"The statenent is nost tinely as it has consol i dated an ot herw se
uncertain situation that was brought under control by the security forces
who succeeded in crippling street politics ained at bringi ng down t he
governnent by force," Zainuddin said in a statenent.

In an intervi ew published in M ngguan Mal aysi a t oday, Dr Chandra said
that the objective of denpcracy for Ml aysi ans, as contained in Vision
2020, was to create what has been descri bed as denocracy based on the
princi pl e of consensus.

Accordi ng to Zai nuddin, Dr Chandra's views indicated an i ndepth
under st andi ng of the danger of street politics.

"Anyone who reads the interviewin full will clearly understand that
Chandra does accept (Prinme M nister Datuk Seri) Dr Mahat hir Mbhanad' s
Vi si on 2020 and the | eader's achi evenents so far," he said.

Zai nuddin, a former editor-in-chief of Uusan Ml aysia, disagreed with
Dr Chandra that the daily's editorials had never been critical of Dr
Mahat hi r .

"Chandra will know that he and his friends had, before the political
changes took place, wittencritical articles inthe newspaper, regarded as
the ruling party's paper,"” he said.

Zai nuddi n said Dr Chandra did not knowthat the pressure faced by
editors before Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim s dismssal fromthe governnment and
Umo was fromnot fromDr Mahathir but frompeople in Umo who cane out
with strategies to pressure the nedia to bring about the i nmedi ate fall of
the country's | eadershi p.

"From my experience, political interference in government newspapers
before the former DPM s di smisal in 1998 was very serious. Newspapers were
infact controlled fromthe DPM s office and not the Prime M nister's
Departnent,” he said.

On the subject of cronism Zainuddin said Dr Chandra shoul d not be
confused about the facts as the truth was that "the bigger cronies are the
cronies who | eft or were renoved fromUmo and have j oi ned Keadi |l an".

"These are the peopl e who have nmillions of ringgit within and outside
the country," he said.

He cl ai med that people in Keadilan were abl e to organi se street
denonstrations because the forner Umo cronies were willing to finance
t hem

Zai nuddi n hoped that Dr Chandra, as an intellectual, would be able to
view the present situation froma fairer and nore objective perspective.
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