24 FEB 2001

ZAM BROUGHT DOWN USMAN' S REPUTATI ON, SAYS RUSTAM

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 24 (Bernama) -- Information Mnistry parlianentary
secretary Dat uk Zai nuddi n Mai di n brought down t he reputati on of Datuk Usnman
Awang by influencing the national literary laureate to accept a speci al
award fromthe Prinme Mnister recently, said an opposition politician.

Parti Rakyat Mal aysia vice-president RustamA. Sani, in a statenent to
the I atest edition of the PAS official organ, said Zainuddindidthis to
counter the influence of another national literary | aureate, Datuk Shahnon
Ahmad, who rocked the local literary world with his novel "Shit".

"Wasnt't it Zam (Zai nuddi n) who influenced Usman to accept a speci al
award presented by (Datuk Seri) Dr Mahathir Mohamad in an effort to counter
Shahnon' s i nfl uence.

"Inthe end it was the reputation of National Laureate Usnan that
becane the victim including anobng his close friends," said Rustam

Rustamfeels veteran journalists Tan Sri A Samad | snmail and Dat uk
Mazl an Nordin too | ost their respect anong friends for undertaking a
simlar task as Zainuddin, at the New Straits Tines and I nstitute of
Strategic and Internal Studies (Isis).

The PRM vi ce- presi dent thinks Zai nuddin's recent appoi ntnent as
parlianmentary secretary was to nake it easier for himto carry out such
tasks, but feels he would fail in this.

Rust amal so t hi nks Zai nuddi n was responsi bl e for sonme of the articles
in Uusan Mal aysia that attacked hi mand Parti Keadil an Nasi onal deputy
president Dr Chandra Mizaffar.

He al so di sput ed Zai nuddin's statenment that the viewership of TV3 and
RTM and sal es of maj or newspapers in the country, had risen.
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