06/ 08/ 2001

Zodi acs of f for northern |l eg of voyage

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Two light experinmental aircraft assenbled by Rakan
Muda vol unteers set off today for the northern I eg of the Asean Voyage of
Fri endshi p 2001

The two Zodiac aircraft, the 9M ERM and 9M ERA, are pil oted by Kol one
Zakaria Salleh and Shahrizal Azley Sul ei man, and Affendy Omar and Tan Soo
M n respectively.

Zakaria and Affendy are experienced pilots while the other two are Rakan
Muda j uni or trainee pilots.

The northern | eg of the voyage to hand over the invitations to attend
the Sea Ganes here in Septenber will cover Laos, Canbodi a, Thail and,
Myanmar and Vi et nam

The project's special envoy, Abdul Latif Endot, said the northern
attenpt was expected to be the nost chal |l engi ng one due to the nbnsoon
season and the region's nountai nous terrain

The trip will take up to 17 days and will cover nore than 4,000 nautica
mles.

"Havi ng successfully conpleted the southern | eg of the expedition, we
| ook forward to this trip," he said.

I n Phuket, Thailand, the Zodiacs will be joined by three Piper aircraft
fromthe Singapore Youth Flying Aub I ed by Major Jonat han Seah.

On Aug 7, a CN235 fromthe Royal Malaysian Air Force will take
journalists and other Rakan Miuda junior trainee pilots to the five
countri es.

The junior pilots will take turns to assist the senior pilots of the two
experinental aircraft.

The Asean Voyage of Friendship 2001 was | aunched by Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad on July 14 as part of the Rakan Miuda avi ati on
devel opnent progranme.
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