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Factions to ensure BN
victory in lndera Keyangan

by-election, says Dr M

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues: Feuding factions
in the MCA have agreed to set aside their
differences and unite to ensure a Barisan
Nasional (BN) victory in the soon-to-be held
Indera Kayangan by-election in Perlis.
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Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Moha-
mad said today this was
the result of his meeting
with leaders of both fac-
tions at his office yester-
day.

“I advised them to for-
ge t  t he i r  i n t e rna l  p ro -
blems and concentrate on
cooperating and achiev-
ing victory in Indera Ka-
yangan, and they agreed
to that. As for their inter-
nal dispute, it will be dis-
cussed later,” Mahathir,
who is also the BN chair-
man, told reporters after
attending the People’s
Progressive Party (PPP)
open house at Putrn World
Trade Centre.

Yesterday: MCA presi-
dent Dstuk Seri Dr Ling
Liong Sik and his deputy,
Datuk Lim  Ah Lek, who
heads the rival faction,
met separately with Ma-
hathir.

T,ing  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e
prime minister’s office at
2.45pm  and left an hour
later. Lim. accompanied
by vice-president Datuk

Chua  Ju i  Meng ,  You th
chief Datuk Ong Tee Keat
and  cen t ra l  commit tee
member  Da tuk  Wong
Mook Leong, arrived at
5pm and left at 6.30pm,
half an hour after Maha-
thir left his office.

Asked if there is an
agreement between the
t w o  f a c t i o n s  o v e r  t h e
choice of a candidate, Ma-
hathir said: “I don’t know
about any agreement . . .
(there is) no agreement.

The candidate will be
finally decided by me. I
can solve all this, no prob-
lem. They (Teams A and
B) will work together.”

Maha th i r  s a id  t he r e
wi l l  be  no  Team A or
Team B.

“The candidate will not
even be an MCA candi-
date. He will be a BN can-
didate,” he said.

Asked if the coopera-
tion between the teams is
only temporary, Mahathir
said it is a beginning.
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