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KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. — Draft
legidation to ensure witnesses to
crime are better protected isin its
find oages. This proposed law  will
adlow people to assume new
names and resettle in different
partsofthecountry.

The law, which is similar to
those found in developed nations,

for crime witnesses
AN 2002

would provide for the establish-
ment of a comprehensive witness
protectionprogramme.

Currently, ~witnesses are protect-
ed by the police but they cannot as-
sume new identities and have to
move to new areas on their own ac-
cord,

Minister in the Prime Minister's
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began in April which included

gatheringinformationandfeedbackfromthe
relevant authorities.

“The formulation of the new Act would
result in amending the Evidence Act and
Criminad Procedure Code” he sad.

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad had early this year said that
there had been casess where witnesses were
threstened  with  dire  consequences.

“1 think witnesses can be protected,” he
had sad, citing severd examples of murder

cases

being unsolved

because people were

not forthcoming with information or testi-
mony for fear of their lives.

It is learnt that under the witness protec-
tion programme, the Attorney-Genera’s
chambers can recommend that potential
witnesses or members of the family of poten-
tial witnesses be placed under the pro-

gramime.

Recently, there have been several cases
of witness tampering and threats against
those who lodged police reports.

In

September this year, P. Mallika, 26,

told the Press she feared for the safety of
her family and herself after her husband,
RA. John Iruthayanathan, was murdered.

M
with

dlika, who was five months pregnant
her fifth child, had lodged a police re-

port in July that her eight-year-old daugh-
ter was abducted and r

She complained that

" the gangsters

managed to locate her, bresk into her home
and assault her and the children for failing
to withdraw the police report.
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the people fed safe when offering informa
tion or lodging police reports.



	Legislation to ensure better protection for crime witnesses (NST 02/01/2002)

