Truce Untll Ind

MCA leaders give their word to Dr Ma

By Firdaus Abdullah
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KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. -~ Top
MCA leaders from opposng fac-
tions have agreed to bury the
hatchet until the Indera Kayangan
by-election, pledging to -Barisan
Nasional chairman Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohamad that they
will work together to retain the
seat.

Dr Mahahir confirmed that he
had held separate meetings with
MCA presdent Datuk Seri Dr Ling
Liong Sik and Dr Ling's deputy
Dauk Lim Ah Lek who was accom-
panied by vice-president Datuk
Chua Jui Meng, Youth chief Datuk
Ong Tee Keat and centrd commit-
tee member Datuk Wong Mook
Leonc};}yesterday )

y gave an undertaking to
put asde ther differences and con-

centrate on ensuring a BN victory
in Indera Kayangan,” he sad (See
Page 4).

e FULL TEXT OF INTERVIEW:
P8 &10

Dr Mahathir reiterated the need
for them to put aside ther differ-
ences for the benefit of the party

era Kayangan

hathir to work together to retain seat

and Baisan Nasond.

media after attending the People's

shortlised candidates, he sad

“I have solved the problem; there
is no problem. | advised them to
forget about the differences among
them and to focus on ensuring that
the BN candidate wins the by-eec-
tion, and they have agreed.

“The differences we will dis
cuss later,” he sad, adding that the
truce was a good dart in resolving
the party’s interna dispute.

Dr Mahathir was speaking to the

Progressve Party’s 2002 New Year
open house at the Putra World
Trade Centre this afternoon.

The Prime Miniger sad the lead-
es adso had no dispute over the
lis of candidates submitted to him
for congderation.

Dr Mahathir said he would sudy
the candidates lig and make a de
cison soon.

To a question on the number of

jest, “Nearly 5,000 to 6,000.”

Meanwhile in an exclusve inter-
view with Bernama, Dr Mahathir
sad he needed a Finance Minister
or a least a second Finance Minis
ter to hdp him manage the coun-
try’s economy.

“If not tortake over from me as
Fnance Miniger, then maybe as

O TURN TO PAGE 2, COL 1
/

PM. looking for

ROM PAGE ONE

my assigant. We used to have a
scond Finance Miniger; it's dso
possble. This is an approach that
we will choose because the duties
of the Finance Miniger ae very
heavy,” said Dr Mahathir, who took
over as Finance Miniger after Tun
Dam Zanuddin resgned on June 1
last year.

Dr Mahathir fet that the duties
of Finance Miniser were a hig bur-
den on him because he had dso to
shoulder the responghilities of the
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Prime Minister. He sad he had to
find someone “truly suitable’ for
the job.

During the interview Dr Ma-
hathir spoke a length on United
SatesMdaysa rdations. He ex-
pressed the hope that the ties
would improve under President
George W. Bush.

He sad the Mdaysan Govern-
ment did not have any problem
with the Bush adminigtration.

“ The previous US adminigtration
(under Presdent Bill Clinton) di-
rectly criticised us. In fact, Vice-

another Finance Minister

Presdent Al Gore came here and
encouraged certain people to topple
the Government.

“But the present Government in
the US does not do this. It is, there-
fore, eader for us to have commu-
nication with the new Govern-
ment,” he sad.

On the Middle East criss, he said
any settlement of the Palestinian-
Isradli conflict depended on the ma
jor powers of the world.

“As long as the major powers
give face to lgad, there will be no
Stlement,” he sid,
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