Japan P

PUTRAJAYA: Japan Prime
Minister Junichiro Koizumi

has hacked. the, setting jin of a
univers in  South-East Asa
that will use skilled but unem-

ployed technicians from  Japan
as lecturers.

And Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad,
who mooted the idea after
attending the Asean+1 meet-
ing in Bandar Seri Begawan in
N&ember, has  offered
Mdaysa.as the venue

Speaking to newsmen after
the two lexders met for about

JAN 20

an hour at the Prime Minis-
ter's office here, yesterday,
Foreign Minister Datuk Seri
Syed Hamid Albar s aid
Koizumi  was very interested.

“The Japanee Prime Minis
ter isvery keen to takeit up,
to provide skilled manpower
to Asean countries.

“It should not just be for
technical  training  but  upgrad-
ed to university level and
involve aess of technicd co-

operatlon and information
technology,” he sad.

He said the university
would be open to dudents of
the 10 members of Asean ad
other  regions.

Syed Hamid sad the coun
try  maintained strong ties
with Japan under its Look East
Policy and had “over a thou-
sand”  students studying there.

“But it is very expensve If
dudents could lean from the

"Mahathir offers Malaysia as venue

Japanese here, it would be
beneficial to Malavsia and
Japan, in terms of providin
the manpower,” he sai
adding that it would also be
more accessible to students
from other pats of the region.

Syed Hamid sad the mest-
ing had been “very produc-
tive” with both leaders dis-
cussng hilateral, regiond  and
internationd  issues.

He sid Dr Mahahir want-

M backs varsity idea

ed Malaysia to continue to
be able to have access under
the Japanese government’s
Yen Loan and Overseas
Development Assistance
Fund.

He sid both lesders agreed
on the need to revitalise the
economies  of the  countries.

“They agreed that in order
to have an effective relation-
ship, in order to play a role in
world trade under the World
Trade Organistion, the coun-
tries’ respective economies
must be drong.”



	Japan PM backs varsity idea (The Star 11/01/2002)

