Muhd Zahid mus

By Freddie Ng,
Ainon Mohd
and Sharanjit Singh

news@nstp.com.my

KANGAR, Fri. — A remak by Par-
ti Keadilan Nasional Youth vice-
chif Muhd Zahid Md Arip on the
tregic death of Perlis Menteri Besar
Datuk Seri Shahidan Kassm's son
hes angered Barisan Nesond lead
ers, prompting not only them, but a
DAP leader to ask for an gpology.
Muhd Zahid, however, is sand-
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ing by his gatement, saying as a
Mudim, he bdieves that any trage-
dy tha befdls anyone should be
congdered as a lesson from God.

He sdd there was no reason for
him to apologise to anyone.

In Kuala Lumpur, Prime Minis
ter Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Moha-
med, who is dso BN charman, led
the chorus of criticism, saying thet
picking on the tragedy was ‘very
crude.

“There are many others whose
children have died. Don't tdl me
these people are crud and thet's

t apologise to

why their children died.

“l1 want to ak whether any Kea-
dilan member has faced such a per-
sond tragedy. So, if a family mem-
ber dies, is it because of the
parents  cruelty?’

Dr Mahathir sad persond trage-
dies should not be played up in the
eection campaign.

On Wednesday night, Muhd Za-
hid, in his speech before the an-
nouncement of Keadilan candidate
Khoo Wang Chong by paty pres-
dent Datin Seri Dr Wan Azizah
Wan Ismail, offered his condo-

Shahidan and family, say |eaders

lences to Shahidan over his son's
desth and added the Menteri Besar
should take the tragedy as a re-
minder.

In Penang, DAP nationa deputy
chairman Karpal Singh advised
Muhd Zahid to retract his adverse
comment.

He sad to interpret the deeth of
the child as a sgnd from God to
the Menteri Besar only reflected po-
litical immaturity on the part of
Muhd Zahid.

Karpal said Muhd Zahid had
made adverse comments about the

tragedy and should immediately
g;lpologise to Shahidan and his fam-
i

“The grief of the Menteri Besar
and his family should be shared by
everyone.

“It is certainly wrong for anyone
to adversdy comment on the trage-
dy,” Karpd said in a statement.

Other BN leaders sad Muhd Za-
hids datement was in poor taste
and the unethical campaigning
showed that the Opposition had
run out of issues for the Indera
Kayangan State by-dection.
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Inf Kuwala Lumpur, Umno vice-
presdent Datuk Seri Ngib Tun Ra-
zek said the Oppostion would risk
losing support from the voters if
they insisted on capitalising on
Shahidan's  tragedy.

Ngib sad he beieved the Oppo-
dtion's drategy to use the death of
Shahidan's son to woo supporters
would  backfire

“This only goes to show they are
running out of issues” he sad.

“We have been monitoring the

BN Wanita charman Dauk Seri
Refidah Aziz, expressng disgud,
sad it was unforgivesble for any-
one to turn the tragedy into a cam-
paignissue.

“It's in bad tagte . . . only people
without conscience would turn
such a ftr into politica i-
td,” she ;?de when aéj<oed to ccggr
ment about it.

Refidsh sad Muhd Zahid should
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dtuation and there ae no nationd
issues for them to harp on... That is
why I'm not surprised they have re-
sorted to using persona  issues”
Nagib sad.

Another Umno vice-president-
,Tan Sri Muhammad Muhammad
Taib, sad the Oppostion was des-
perate and ‘hitting beow the bdt'.
“They are trying to smear and tar-
nish Shahidan’s image with the
hope the voters will vote for their
candidate”
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