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HONG KONG: Prime Minigter
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Moha-
med recelved arare positive as-
ssment in terms of his perfor-
mance and power by the South
China Morning Pogt, which hes
often been criticd of him.

In an aticle written by the
newspaper’s Foreign  Editor
Peter Kammerer, the newspa
per acknowledged that Dr
Mahathir had beaten his crit-
ics, cynics and economists.

“Radicd  economic  mea:
sures in 1998 gppear to have
paid Off. Mdavsa ended last
year with an edimated zero
growth rate - commendable in
tough times when much of the
region saw ive growth,”
Kammerer sad in his atide
which was the page leed of the
newspaper’s first foreign

page.
The aticle dso sad tha
there were no sarious chd-

Ieng{m agang him snce the
public was losing interest in
the Datuk Seri Anwar lbrahim
issue and wes rgecting PAS
“fundamentai” policies.

In the same aticle, former
Parti Keadilan  Nasond
deputy president Dr Chandra
Muzaffar said his former
paty made the misteke of
meking Anwar the focus of its
atention.

“Y ou can't base amovement
on apersonality because if you
fail to transcend persondity it
degenerates into a cult rather
than a serious movement for
change” sad Dr Chandra.

The newspaper in its
Busness section dso high-
lighted Dr Mahathir's view on
the dropping Japanese yen.
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