Strive for develo

: SUN 1A
PM: Malaysia must reac‘u"j

SERDANG, Wed: Malaysia as-
BI res to be a developed ‘country
y 2020 so that it can uphold its
“self-respect” and protect the
country and its religion, but not
to practise Injustice to anyone,
said Prime Minister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohamad.

“Malaysia wants to be devel-
oped like the European coun-
tries, the United States and
Japan, as we believe that we will
gain alot of benefits from bein
a developed country,” he sai
when addressing 10,000 students
and staff of Universiti Putra
rIYIe\lays,|a (UPM) at the campus

ere.

Mahathir said being a devel-
oped country, Malaysia will not
be looked down upon by other
parties.

He said therefore, students
who are the future generation
must ensure that the present
peaceful situation in the country
that will be handed over to them
one day will remain cam and
will be developed by 2020.

He reminded bumiputras that
they will not enjoy the full bene-
fits derived bv the countrv if
bumiputra students fail to mas-
ter knowledge.

It was crucial for bumjnutras
to master knowledge "~ fully
because in the globalisation era,
foreign powers would attempt to
weaken the country, he said.

“The future géneration who
will receive this countrv will
have a huge responsibility and so
they have to prepare themselves
with the right attitude and
knowledge to ensure Malaysia
will continue to develop.”

Mahathir said in the world
today, whoever has the power
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will be considered as right.
although what the person do& is
wrong.

“As long as we are weak, we
will have to accept ourselves as
being a person who is always
wrong. Those who are strong
will still be considered right a-

though what he is doing is
against universal values.”

Mahathir also gave his assur-
ance that UPM’s name will not
be changed back to its original
name of Universiti Pertanian
Malaysia.

Later, at a press conference,

when asked whether he will be
meeting President George W.
Bush during his visit to the
United States next month,
Mahathir replied: “I suppose if I
happen to meet him, then | meet
him . . . because hesis going to be
at the same place.”

pment’

eveloped status by 2020 to uphold its self-respect

He also confirmed a newspa-
per report that Pulau Tioman
will be made a duty-free island.

The report stated that the
island will be given the status to
attract tourists from neighbour-
ing countries, especially Singa-
pore.
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