China

pledges

RM15.2b for
Tait préjete

GELANG PATAH: China hes
pledged US$4bil (RM15.2bil)
for the condruction of the
Trans-Asia Railway track
from Singgpore to Kunming,
in what is seen as a boost for
the project proposed by
Malaysia.

Transport Minister Datuk
Sai Dr Line Liong Sk sad the
money would bé used to
finance the congruction of the
track between Bangkok and
Kumning.

He said Chinese Prime
Minister Zhu Rongji had com-
mitted the fund.

“The Trans-Asia Railway,
when completed, will be con
nected toh_'([:r;qe .Trms—S'beri)?
system which is cgpable
reducing travdling time and
trangportation  costs  from
Korea and Chinato Europe.

“The travellirrl? tirrr:e h_to
transport cargo through this
TransS'beriagraiI is dgom 16
days compared with 26 days
by sea while the cost can be
reduced by US$800 (RM3,040)

TEU (20ft equivaent
unit),” he sad a the launch of
Keretapi Tanah Melayu Ber-
had's track a the Port of
Tanjung Pelepas near here
yesterday.

The track, launched by
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir Mohamad, links the
port with KTMB’s main track
In SKkudai

Dr Ling said Mdaysa was
adso serious about bringing
back the golden era when
trains were the most popular
mode of transportation, both
for people and cargo.
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