PM: Not much

PETALING JAYA: Prime Mi-
nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said the talks with
Singgpore to resolve dl out-
ganding issues between the
two countries, which sarted
after his meeting with the
republic’'s senior minister Lee
Kuan Yew lagt September, had
not made much progress.

“I must admit that there is
not much progress because of
(disagreement over) the price
and amount of water to be
exported to Singgpore.

“However, it had not
reeched a deadlock yet. We
are dill taking but | will not
be meeting Lee over the issue
again. The time has for
that,” he told reporters after
launching the Puteri Umno
community centre a Taman
Manja near here.

Asked why the talks had

stalled when the matter was
reported to have been agreed
upon in principle during his
meeting with Lee, Dr Ma-
hathir said what was agreed
were only the principle issues
to be induded in the

to be discussed and not the
details.

Madayda, he said, had been
very reesonable over the issue
but Singapore dill could not
agree on t ad<|n§143noe

He, however, did not dis
close the price asked by Ma-

laysa

Lee dfter the September
medmg, anounced  tha
Singapore would 45 sn
per 4,540 litres of raw water
up to year 2061, 15 times more
then the current price and 60
sen per 4,540 litres after that,
subject to revison every five
years.
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He had sad tha Singapore
would get 1,575 million litres
of water per day from Malay-
sa until 2061 and after that,
450 million litres per day and
another 1,125 million litres per
day to be processed on a joint
venture basis.

Dr Mahathir said for years
Singapore had only been pay-
ing 3 sen per 4,540 litres of
water and sdlling it back trest-
ed a 50 sen to Madaysa and
char?ing up to $$20 (RM42)
for the same amount to ships
docki n%at its port.

“é/_Ve a/ebemcﬁellinlgwater
to Singapore 0 snce
1960 gnagowe foun%ap o)Lllt thet
what we pay for the treated
water is the same as what they
pay us for the whole amount of
water thet they have been get-

ting.
“So, what happened is that

effectively, dl thee years
they had been getting the
waer from us from free” he
added

Madaysa, he sad, beieved
in the spirit of giving but that
should not be construed as a
willingness to compromise
over the issue.

He a so stressed that Malay-
sa wanted the issue to be
thrashed out without delay
because the longer it dragged,
the more the country would

lose.

S e and Mdaysa
sigr‘g??&r}year agreement in
1960 and a 99-year agreament
in 1961 for water to be sup-
plied to the republic.

Maaysa currently sdls
910 million litres of raw
water to Singapore for
RM2.2mil and buys back 130
million litres of trested water

daily a RMS.3mil.

Ealier in Johor Baru, Dr
Mahethir said Maavsia need
not ak S res permis
sion to build the proposed new
bridge to replace the cause-
way because it would be in
Malaysian territory.

The completion of the pro
ject, uled in  Oct
2006, would dso see the Ma-
laysian Sde of the 900m-long
causeway demolished.

The Prime Minigter said the
prpjgct \llvas diff&g& f_ronl S;[gg
Initi an pro| in
thet W(?uld h%tve involved Sin-

gapore.

“We will do it on our Sde.
This will not involve Singa
pore. This is our project. Ini-
tidly. we agreed with Snga
pore ‘to do-it but that was
something which was not
decided.”
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