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KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. -~ Discus-
sions between Malaysia and Singa-
pore on a broad range of issues
have stalled since both countries
failed to agree on the sale of water
to Singapore.

Datuk Seri Dy Mahathir Moha-
mad said today Mdaysan and Sin-
gaporean officials had made little
progress in resolving the issues.

“Yes, | must admit that we have
not made much progress,” the
Prime Miniger sad a a Press con-
ference after opening Puteri Um-
no's unnmumt\ centre at Taman
Si Manja, off Jalan Klang Lama.

He was asked about the progress
made by officials tasked to fine-
tune details of an agreement
reached last Septembert o
several issues.

Malaysia. he said. was hopeful
the find agreement could be Sgned
as Sootl as possible as any dday
would not benefit the country
which was selling water to Singa-
pore a 4 low price.

On whent he final agreement
would be signed, Dr Mahathir said
Singapore would not settle for any-
thing clse before the price of water
was determined

“We arc asking for a very reason-
ale price ... we (now) charge only
threec sen per 1.000 gdlons. Mean
while. they arc selling to ships 1.000
gallons of treated water at S$20
(RM42). You can sce the margin.”

Asked whether Singapore's refus-
ad to back down from its stand had
caused the delay. Dr Mahahir sad:
“According to the (September)
agreement. we must agree on the
new price. and we have not agreed
on the new price”

On whether the diseussions had
reached a deadlock. he said: “N()t
vet,we are still going to diseuss.

To a suggestion that the officials

resolve

should not be fadng problems as
leeders of both countries had come
to an agreement. Dr Mahathir sad
he believed in adopting a give-and-
take attitude.

“l agree an agreement has been
reeched a the politicad level but we
have to dick to certain terms <o
that wc don't lose out. Maaysa
has been sdling waer a three sn
since the 60s and buying treated
water a 50 sen.

“They sell treated water to us
and the money obtained is used to
pay for the raw water. Practicaly,
they get the raw water free”

Dr Mahathir ruled out the possi-
bility of him meeting Singapore Se-
nior Miniger Lee Kuan Yew in
to discuss the matter. “No, that
dtage is over. It is now for the offi-
cids to decide”

Ihe agreement  between Mdaysa

e was reeched durlgg
bllaterd iscussons jointly chair
by Dr Mahathir and Lee.

The two countries agreed that of-
ficas from both sSdes would work
out the details of a find agreement
which would he signed by the
Prime Minigters of both countries.

The outstanding issues are the
sale of water to Singapore, the
points of agreement for the deve-

of ralway land owned by
KTM Bhd and the datus of the Ma
laydan Cusoms, Immigration and
Quarantine facility a the KTMB
dation in Tanjong Pegar.

Two other issues concern the use
of Maaysan ar space by the Sin-
gapore Air Force and withdrawas
from Singgporeés Centrd Provident
Fund by workers from Peninsular
Mdaysa

Both sdes dso agreed to a pro-
posal by Mdaysa to condruct a
new bndge Ilnklrg the two coun-
tries demoali the Causeway
after the completion of the bridge
in 2007.

No time frame was given for the

dgning of the find agreement.

On another matter, Dr Mahathir
sad there might be a new lav or
amendment to <op kindergartens
from spreading the culture of ha
tred agang the Government.

He said the Government discov-
ered that many kindergatens hed
deviaed from ther rdigious objec-
tives. These kindergartens have
been found to teach their charges
to hate certain people and the Gov-
ernment.

On the number of kindergatens
doing that, he said the practice was
quite widespread.

“The young children are being

isoned by these le’
poIn Pak|stgn Dr I\Bleg%thlr sad the
Government had closed down
many madrasah because they were
being used to teach people to topple
the Government.

On why the loca errant kinder-
gartens were not closed, Dr Ma-
hathir sad the authorities had to
ascertain if offences hed been com-
mitted.

He sad it was difficult to monitor
these centres.

On whether Pas would be
stopped from setting up madrasah,
he sad: “If we discover they ae
teeching something ese other than
religion, teaching the people how to
bresk the law as had happened in
Pekigan, we will have to consider
whether to alow them to do s0.”

On the Puteri Umno community
centre, it ams to provide more edu-
cational resources for children
from low-income families.

Under this pilot project, English
and Jawi tuition dasses have been

set up. )

The New Straits Times Will pro-
vide “Newspaper in Education”
classes once a week for three
months to pupils from Standard
One to Standard Three

Puteri Umno has plans to edtab-
lish 165 such centres nationwide.
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