
surprised 
by PPM’s 
invitation 
to Sikhs 
KUALA LUMPUR: MIC presi- 
dent Datuk Seri S. Samy Vellu 
expressed surprise over an 
invitation for all Sikhs in the 
party to join the Parti Punjabi 
Malaysia (PPM) for the sake 
of unity. 

“I am shocked with PPM 
president J’swant Singh’s 
statement that the Punjabis 
and Tamils do not share any- 
thing in common, both in cul- 
ture and language,” he said. 

“J’swant Singh is not a 
European and he is also from 
the same country where my 
ancestors came from. He eats 
the same food, walks the same 
and yet he claims our culture 
is different ” he said. 

Samy Vellu said the state- 
ment showed that J’swant 
Sinah was onlv looking into the 
uni;y of the Punjabisand had 
forgotten the interests of the 
Indian community at large. 

“This is a very selfish state- 
ment and does not deserve any 
answer from anyone. I am not 
worried as many Punjabis are 
already in MIC and just one 
Singh won’t make any differ- 
(;ilii: t0 US,” Samy Vellu said 
when contacted. 

To claims that the problems 
faced by the Punjabis were not 
the same as those faced by 
Indians, he said this shows 
that J’swant Singh did not 
know what is happening. 

“I am helnine the Sikh com- 
munity with their problems. I 
brought up the issue of a Sikh 
temple facing demolition 
behind Padana Merbok to 
Prime Minister-Datuk Seri Dr 
Mahathir Mohamad and it was 
stopped,” he said. I 
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