
Muslims here not 
ready for dialogue Nst 2 7 FEE 2co2 
Dr M: Thkre is still much discomfort 
From Carolyn Hong 
in London 

‘I’lnl~; ;111d pat iPIlC(~ are 11cetlcd be- 

fore Malaysian Muslims are ready 
for an inter-faith c~rganisation and 
dialogues with Icaclcrs of other rcli- 
gions. said I’rime Minister I)atuk 
Srri I)r Mahathir Mohamad. 

He said SOIIW Muslims were con- 
\ervativc and uncomfortable with 
such a11 idea. and it would take 
t imc to reduce this discomfort and 
fear of other rcligicrus beliefs. 

“We nwtl to be patient and hope 
OIK day. wc can havr this intcr- 
faith association for dialogue he- 
twcen Muslims and others reli- 
gions.” he said when asked at a 
mccting with about HO community 
leaders hcrc on Monday. 

Uddin of Bethnal Green. 
Dr Mahathir added that he rcgu- 

larly met the Malaysian Consulta- 
tive Council of Ruddhism, Chris- 
tianity. Hinduism and Sikhism. 

To another question, he said the 
Government had to be careful 
about proselytising activities. and 
took a cautious approach to the 
translation of Christian texts into 
Unhasa Malaysia. 

He said this was because the 
texts would use terms like ‘Allah’ 
and this could cause confusion 
among Muslims, especially those 
who were not well educated. 

He added that Bahasa Malaysia 
bibles were used in Sabah because 
the people there were comfortable 
with it. 

In his address, he said Malaysia 
was striving to ensure that extrem- 
ist Islamic views do not get the up- 
per hand, and noted it was wrong 
for people in the West to equate 
fundamentalism with extremism. 

He said the fundamental tenets 

of Islam required a person to be li- 
beral, to accept and respect other 
religions, and to abhor violence and 
turmoil. and added that most Mus- 
lims adhered to the fundamentals. 

Dr Mahathir also told them Ma- 
laysia gave full scope to women to 
participate in society as there was 
nothing in Islamic teachings which 
restricted the role of women. 

In Malaysia, 70 per cent of the 
Muslims in universities are women, 
he said, and women are represent- 
ed in all aspects of society, govcrn- 
ment and the corporate world. 

He said restricting women would 
weaken society as they formed half 
the population. 

In her welcoming address. Baron- 
ess Uddin commended Malaysia for 
offering a lot to the world in terms 
of ethnic and community relations, 
and providing opportunities for 
women to advance. She said Ur Ma- 
hathir was a truly global citizen for 
his stand on Third World issues. 
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