
Young Malaysians urged to 
continue develoPment struggle 
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THE Primr~ Minister reminded 
young Malaysians not to be 
carrird away by thcl idea ot 
change for the sake of change. 

Uatuk Sri I)r Mahathir Mo- 
hamad said c~h;ltqy can be dis- 
ruptive to Itic, nation’s dovcl- 
opment and warncld the youths 
to bc careful not to fall into the 
trap of changing. 

Whil(~ admitting that the 
country is not without its own 
serious problttms. such as 
threats to national unity. im- 
balances betwcrbn races and 
signs of clxtrcmism. the Gov- 
ernment had adopted various 
strategies and policit3 to ro- 
solve these. 

“Thercb is no perfect alter- 
native or perfect solution. ‘I’h(l 
alternatives and solutions 
themsc>lvcts will soon he con- 
dcmncd as implementation 
shows up their imperfections. 

“Ke-cngintacr hy all means, 
shift the paradigms and en- 
tertain brilliant ncbw ideas. but 
remember today’s niuch-criti- 
cised ideas and policies were 
yesterday’s perfect ideas,” he 
said at the laugh of the Pro- 

muda Lecture Series: “Perspec- 
tives from the Past. Paradigms 
for the Future”. 

I)r Mahathir added that the 
developments achieved to date 
could be threatened by the lack 
of struggle on the part of the 
young gcncration to continue 
the efforts, 

“The NI~Il’tlesignt4 to reduce 
the imbalances in economic dc- 
velopment between the races 
has achieved minimal success. 
not from want of effort on the 
part of the Govc\rnment but 
from the tendency to seek the 
easy wan out on the part of the 
13umiputc~ras. 

“They lx~vf~ hfvwmc totally- 
tlepf~ndcnt on tli(x Govcrn- 
mtrnt.” he said. 

He said that although the 
flumiputeras had achieved 
close to 20 per cent share of the 
economic wealth of the coun- 
try, the Government will co17- 
tinue with its affirmative ac- 
tion to reach the target of 30 pei 
cent. 

In his speech. the Prime Min- 
ister also addressed the issue of 
racial unity and harmony. 
which could be threatened by a 
rosurg:(‘nce of old distrust and 

dislike. 
“There arc now people tlc3- 

manding that no efforts be 
made to bring ueople of dif- 
ferent races..‘especialty the 
younger people, the people of 
the future. together.” he said 

On the call I))- some quarters 
to set up an Islamic state, I)r 
Mnhathir pointed out that 
Malaysia is already an Islamic 
nation by virtue of the fact that 
Islam is the official religion 
and the titular heads are all 
Muslims. 

“They are mistaken, of 
course. The m:rjority of the 
Malay Muslims arc1 not so en- 
amourcd with their kind of Is- 
lamic state> nor are the!: keen 
on ii religious rebellion against 
the Government.” he said. 

During a question and an- 
swer session. I)r Mahathir 
called on the young generation 
to insulate themselves against 
being complacent. 

“The moment you start bc- 
ing complacent, you start rc- 
gressing.” he said. 

He also said that the Gov- 
ernment had succeeded in 
overcoming the adverse effects 
of the 1997-98 financial crisis to 

the extent that many local 
companies were saved from be- 
ing sold to foreigners. 

“In other countries. they al- 
low companirs to hr sold at 
fircsaltt prices. but in Malaysia 
IVC don’t allow ~~1~ things to 
happrn. 

“The Government rlrxided to 
go in and do something. either 
bailing them out or giving 
them money or taking them 
hack. What we did was in the 
best interest of the country,” he 
said. 

Bernuma reports: 1)r Ma- 
hathir signed the letter of un- 
dertaking of good conduct he- 
fore the Yantr di-Pertuan 
Agong Tuanku‘Syed Sirajud- 
din Syed Putra Jamalullnil at 
Istana Negara in Kuala 
Lumpur yesterday. 

The signed document was 
certified 6y the King. 

Present to witness the cer- 
tlmony were Deputy Prime 
Minister Datuk Seri Abdullah 
Ahmad Radawi and Cabinet 
ministers, who signed their let- 
ters of undertaking of good 
conduct before the Prime Min- 
ister in Putrajaya later in thr 
day. 
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