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SUBANG: The Government
does. not beieve in segregat-
ing students but wants them to
learn and play together to
enhance  raci integration,
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahethir Mohamad said.

“We adways want al our stu-
dents (of al races) to study
together. It is others who
object because they do not
want students to be together.
So, it isnot right for anyone to

tha we are segregdin
glt,lydents (in nati ondsg%hec?ol 9 ,9
hesad.

Dr Mahethir, who arrived a
Koyd Madaysan Air Force
Airport after a nine-day visit
to Russia, Germany and
Poland yesterday morning,
was commernting on the report
of a committes, headed
Emeritus Prof K.J Ratham,
which found the Nationd
Union of Teaching
Professon’s clam that 210
national schools hed recidly
segregated  thelr students to
be unfounded. _

The whole issue, he sad wes
the result of a misunderstand-
ing on the part of NUTP, he
sald, adding that he was confi-

dent the issue could be
resolved amicably between dl
the parties involved.

“I dso received the reﬂg‘[
from NUTP. At a glance, there
seemed to be a reason for the
adlegation, but that is not true.
NUTP had misunderstood the
Stuation because we have
Idamic study (for Mudims)

and mord sudy (for non-
Mudims) cdasses, and during
these periods, students (in
some schools) had to be segre-
ated.
“| don't think there is a poli-

on regating students,”
% Segregaing

When asked if NUTP's dle-
gation was a direct atack on

segregate

nationa schools, Dr Mahathir
said he did not think it was o
as it was “just a result of con-
fugon’.

Deputy Education Minister
Datuk Aziz Srlamp&gdin_, who
wes among ignitaries
who welcomed Dr l\glmahir
home, said NUTP must stop
meking such alegations,

“If it continues to make
such dlegations, | will have to
brand them as agents out to
cause disunity in our multi-
racial society. | hope they will
now st camly and reflect on
the issue,” he sad.

The ministry, he said, had
spent much money, time and
effort to disprove NUTP’s
cdam and it should recipro-
cate by accepting the findings
g(d goologisng for its mis

e

Hc cxolained that the mis-
understanding arose
in some schools, not al non-
Mug]di mdsiudernisgwe_re segg;-

uri amic su
glaa&a&s becngse some of them
attended the classes as they
took the subject as an exami-
nation subject.

In fact, he sad, in some
cases, non-Mudim  students
scored better in comparison to
their Mudim friends.

In other schools, where no
non-Mudim students were
interested in the subject, they
we(rje totally segregated, he
s

The ministry was willing to
discuss the matter with NUTP,
he said, and urged the union
not to be arrogant.
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