Heed PM'’s advicocne

KUALA LUMPUR: MCA lexd-
ers have urged Youth chief
Datuk One Tee Keat to heed
Datuk S&i Dr Mahathir
Mohamad's advice not to take
party matters to the
Government and courts to
decide, saving party matters
were  drictly interndl.

Vice-oresident Datuk Dr
Fang Chan QOnn sad the advice
of the Pime Minister were the
words of an experienced
leader.

“These ae wise words and
& a maure leader. | hope his
advice will put an end to dl the
unsubstantiated allegations
which have caused much con-
fuson” he sad.

Dr Fong sad the courts and
Government should not be

abused by - polificians.

MCA central committee
member Datuk Dr Chua Soj
Lek sid Ong's cdams of 261
new branches not being
allowed to take part in the
dections showed he was find-
ing ways to vindicate himsalf
over his suspendon as  Youth
chief.

He quetioned why Ong was
rasng the issue when it was
the Cﬁgiioe dl dong for new
bran to opeae once they
received the approval of the
party headquarters.

“It is a question of proce-
dure and is an accepted prac-
tice. Why rase a big fuss now
over wha hes been practised
dl dong.

“| think Ong is running out

ssugugsn gmﬂ ttiis 15shhs best

opportunity to  vindicate  him-
sf. (But) if he is doing this to
show' he ‘has grassroots sup-
port then he should wat a few
more months (at the party
elections).

“What Dr Mahathir sad is
true and Ong should serioudy
consider the comments and
not continue to tarnish the
party’s image through the
pres” he sad.

Dr Mahathir had said that

liticad paty matters should

e |eft to the party to decide
and not the Government or the
courts.

He said parties were not
subjected to decisions made
by the Government and courts
and the Societies Act was

amended in 1990 based on
Umno being deregistered by
the High Court due to the exis
tence of a few illegd branch-

€s.

Ong claimed that the
Registrar of Societies (ROS)
had directed the 261 new
branches which were
approved after Dec 31 not to
take part in the party’s elec-
tions.

However, the MCA head-
quarters clarified that Ong
had made the clam besed on a
letter from the ROS.

It sad dl the new branches
had been propely condituted
and goproved by the MCA cen
tral committee before Dec 31
in accordance with the congti-
tution and the decison of the
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party was final and conclu-
sve

Central committee mem-
ber Datuk Hon Choon Kim
expressed similar senti-
ments, saying Ong had
reportedly denied in the
Chinese newspapers that he
questioned the legdity of the
261 branches.

“He is now trying to run
avay from the isue which he
cregted. Now, he is saying that
he only talked about the for-
mation of the branches and not
ther  legdity.

“He is dways shifting noal-
posts to sit his political agen-
da | think the grassroots lead-
ers are aware that he merely
wants to stop the polls,” he
added.
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