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PUTRAJAYA: Datuk Seri Dr Mabathir Mohamad

said the world has the power, if it wants, to put a

dop to date terrorian committed by lgad againg
the Palestinians as demonstrated by its ability to
end the massacres perpetrated againg Bosnians by
the Serbs

The Prime Miniser sad the world did nothing for
a long time until almost 200,000 Bosnians were
killed but when it decided to put a stop to it, the
world just did it and was now even hringing the per-
petrators to justice.

“So the world has the power to put a stop to acts
of terror committed by the Israelis,” he said during
a meding here yesterday with about 20 internation-
a journalists who covered the just-concluded
Special Session of Islamic Conference of Foreign
Ministers on Terrorism.

Bernama quoted Dr Mahathir as saying that the
world community did not seem to see the
Palestinian problem as something relevant to them.
as compared to the Sept 11 terror attacks which
prompted immediate action on their part.

Most of the powerful countries in the world

peared to adopt the atitude that they had nothing
to do with the fale of the Pdedinians who had been
fighting and dying in their struggle against Isragli
occupiers for the pet 50 yeas he id.

“Of course, some of the European countries have
begun to say something. But you know, Europe is
gdill feding quilty about the Holocaust. It dares not
say anything against Israel.

“And as aresult, the Palestinians have to pay a
price for the Jews being killed in Europe during the
lagt (Worl((jj) wa,” he sd.

He said the world must take action to tackle the
Palestinian quagmire through the United Nations
and the agreement of the United States, the
dronges power in the world, was adso needed.

The whole world must put pressure on Israel to
sop its acts of teror. Until they stop it, they cannot
blame the Palestinians for suicide bombings of
Israelis, including their civilians, he said.
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say anything against
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"When the ki 's"ﬂ%g?t

Dr Mahathir sad that what

the Igadis were doing was to
attack a country and kil civil-
ians without declaing war and
even to conduct a de facto
ared of the leader of a coun
try.
i “All this is wrong and the
Palestinians, not having any
other  way of defending ~ them-
selves, have to resort to this
at of blowing themsdves u
even if thdr vicims ae civil-
ians’ he sad. .

The prime miniger sad the

back- with -everyti

‘It may be termed as terror
ist attacks but what choice
have you? You have no choice
so you attack When people
use terror against you, it is
Ieg|t|mate to use ferror (in
reumn),”  he  added.

Dr Mahathir sad it must be
acknowled? that such
ations could only end if the
world pressured  Isael to  stop
its attacks against the Pales-
tinians and evacuge dl  Arab
lands it occupied.

The prime minister said:

ops, the bombings will, too’

"‘When penple are angry tbey

epared *to do anything. If

they (Israelis) do not stop,

they have to face the possiili-

ty of more suicide bombing
dtacks or whatever  attacks”

He said Palestinian Presi-
dent Yasser Arafat had been
accused of not being able to
stop his people from making
such attackshut the fat was
that the 40,000 Isragli troops in
Pdedtine. too. had apparently
faled to op them. --

Asked on the Saudi Arabia-
mooted Arab peace plan, Dr
Mahathir said the proposal

was a good beds to work on
although it needed to be fur-
ther refiled.

He sad it wes a “great con-
cession” made by the Arab
countries for the peace pro-
posal stipulated that the Arab
countries would recognise
Israel inreturn for full Isragli
withdrawal from territories it
occupied following the 1967
war.
“We have to be realistic
about this thing. We have to
acept the fact that there is an
Israel and the world has
acknowledged the state of

Israel. What we need to de-
mand for is that they sta
within their borders”, he sad.

Dr Mahathir also said his
definition of terrorism and
terrorists at the opening the
specid session was  something
meant for discussion.

“But entl le find
it difficultap Ft)g accyeptpet(r)l% defin-
ition. | am not insisting that
my da‘lnltlon must be accept-

ed. ust proposing some-
thmg Lor tlne mpeetp?ﬁggto dis-

e sad.
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