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.JELI:  Kumour-mongering about  an
at tempt  to  dethrone Dauk  Mustapa
Mohamed as Kelantan Wmno chief
should stop immediately, said
Umno deputy pres ident  Datuk Ser i
Abdullah Ahmad  Badawi.

Speaking to reporters after
open ing  the  .Jeli  d iv i s ion  meet ing
here  yes te rday ,  Abdul lah  sa id  the
issue  had  g iven r i se  to  much con-
t roversy  in  Kelantan  Umno - fo l -
lowing a front page report in an
English daily last week alleging
tha t  12  of  the  14  d iv i s ion  leaders
wanted to overthrow Mustapa
and four of his committee mem-
bers, citing their alleged ineffi-
ciency and incompetence.

“I have checked with Datuk
Annuar Musa, who was one of those
present at the dinner that night, and
he confirmed there was no such
talk. All that was discussed was the
future of  Kelantan Umno.

“Wha teve r  sugges t i ons  on  who
should  replace  Mustapa  was  based
on  loose  ta lk  tha t  Mus tapa  h imse l f
wanted to vacate the post.

“I suppose that when the events
of the meeting were passed from
one individual to another, the story
got distorted along the way. I have
asked Mustapa  personal ly  and  he
has  mainta ined  tha t  he  would  con-

tinue to lead Kelantan Umno.
“I  conveyed  Mustapa’s  conf i r -

mation to Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad on
Wednesday and he was quite
pleased with it,” he added.

Earlier, Abdullah told the Jeli del-
egates that no one could tell
Mustapa to leave so long as he want-
ed to continue as the Kelantan
Umno  chief.

Admitting that rumours about
Mustapa were spread by Umno
membkrs themselves ,  the  Deputy
Prime Minis ter  sa id  such misdeeds
were committed by those out to gain
mileage at the expense of others.

“If we do not entertain such loose
talk, then nothing will happen. But if
we  he lp  spread  i t  ourse lves ,  then
things will only get worse.

“We do not know who (the indi-
viduals) started the rumour  but
when the  press  ge t s  wind  of  i t ,  i t
w i l l  de f in i t e ly  be  b lown  up .

“ I ’ve  dec ided  to  end  the  i s sue .
As such, I’ve proposed that all
division and branch leaders
adop t  a  r e so lu t ion  p l edg ing  the i r
support to Datuk Mustapa du-
ring their  meet ings .  When every-
one proclaims that they support
Mustapa, then the issue will be
c losed , a n d  o n l y  t h e n  w i l l
Kelantan Umno be seen as unit-
ed,”  he  added.


	Dollah: Stop umours about Mustapa (The Star 06/04/2002)

