ERL expected
to draw 8.000
passétigel§ il

By AZLAN ABU BAKAR

EXPRESS rail link (ERL), the
high-speed train service link-
ing the Kuala Lumpur City Air
Termina (K1, CAT) and the KL
International  Airport (KLIA)
in Sepang, is expected to at-
tract about 8,000 passengers
daily when the service is op-
erational.

The train service will be
launched by, Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo-
hamad tomorrow.

ERL Sdn Bhd is the conces-
sionaire for the RM2.4 billion
rail project linking the KLIA
and KL, CAT for a period of 30
vears. KLIA Express is sched-
uled to begin commercial  op-
crations onApril 19.

The KLIA Express is expect-
od to carry about 10,000 pas-
sengers daily during its full

year of operation while the
KLIA Transit is expected to
cary aound 2000 to 5000 com-
muters taking trains at Bandar
Tasik Selatan, Putrgjaya and
Salak Tinggi.

It is targeting to attract 20
per cent of the total passengers
usng KLIA — manly busines
travellers and high-end leisure
travellers.

The service will be a central
element in the Government’s
strategy to enhance the role of
the KLIA.

Cruising at a speed of
160kph, KLIA Express, which
has a seating capacity for 150
passengers, takes about 28
minutes to reach KLIA. The
KLIA Transit (540 seating ca-
pacity) takes an additional
eight minutes to reach the air-
port.
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