PM: We myst make

our own weapons

KOTA BARU: Malaysia now
has the capability to manufec-
ture itsown small planes and
light weapons like the Styer
guns and bullets. )

Currently, the country is up-
Erading its  technological
now-how to produce its” own
warships. said Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir ~ Mohamad.,

The country could now pro-
duce a lesst 19, of its domes
tic needs for weapons, the
Prime Minider said.

He said Malaysia had
recently bought two patrol
ships from Germany and a
new one would be built in the
country under a technology
transfer agreement.

“Bit by bit, we are improv-
ing our capabilities in this area
so that wc can be self-suffi-
cient in our future weapons
needs” he told reporters  fter
meeting federal government
cavil savants @& USM's Medi-
cd Feoulty in Kubang Kerian.

Earlier during a dialogue
with them, Dr Mahathir said
not asingle Muslim country
could produce its own wea-

pons and this was the reason
why the Muslims were op-
pressed  with impunity by oth-
ers.

‘| believe this is ds a rea
on why Isad is so arogant,
because it knows that the
Mudims ae wek,” he sad.

Dr Mahathir was conferred
the Darjah Kerabat Yung
Amat di-Hormati award by the
Sultan of Kelantan at Istana
Bda Besx . yedteday.

The award ™ was ‘in-conjunc-
tion with the Sultan’s 52nd
birthday, which was celebrat-
ed on Mach 30.

Dr Mahathir was on aone-
dav vist to the dtate.

In his speech, the Sultan
thanked the Federal Govern-
ment for gving Keantan hig
alocations under the Eighth
Mdaysa Pan.

He was grateful that
Kelantan and the country
had remained peaceful and
prosperous. “This peace and
security did not come by
accident, but through hard
work (and) with the bless-
ings of Allah”
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