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\~.:ints  to use 1Iorocco  as.  the
qxglw~rd  to access the vast
.?.frican  and European Vnion
markets as the north African
iountrv i s  just  1Skm awa!
from  Spain, said Datuk Seri Dr
\Iahathir  Uohamad.

for companies wishing to
develop creative IT and multi-
media  products and services,

As of end March, he said,
there were 657 MSC-status

At  the  wme time. the Prime
\imlster said \Ioroccan  busi-
newsmen  could use Malaysia to
c’nter  :\scan  and  the  E a s t
.\~l8ll  !llrilkTs.

“.\Iorc~co  is just a doorstep
;I)  tlic EL ;rnJ  a hc!  entr  \ point
to  the rest of  the iifrican
:idliculs.

“?bI~~r~~ccan  investors  c a n
LIX 0~11‘  country  t o  t a p  t h e
.\>CLUI  I’m cc  Trade Area  (Xfta)
ii I:i<h i‘; a regional market
‘ . \  iii1  ‘1  ~?U~xhtilJll  of  l1101‘c thall
-500  million people and a com-
~)inzJ  (;I.o~\  Domestic Product
~1 L~3>75Oiml (KN2.Ybil).”  he
told some  100 businessmen at
.I  meeting here  yesterday.

Dr .1Iah:tthir  said the Afta
WIS  UTII  on track and would
be fully realised hv  Jan 1 next
\csr.  adding that ‘intra-Asean
trade  haJ  increased by  more
than four times since Afta
hccamc  operational in 1993.

lie said Malavsia  was the
second  lar+5t  &intrihutor  to
mtra-:\sc‘an  trade,  accounting
!,,I‘  ‘,\.Vl‘  ‘,I’ ,

country’s competitiveness as is business-friendly.
an effective gateway to the It has the necessary infra-
region,” he said. structure, incentives and

He added that Malaysia pro- administrative support for a
vided a cost-effective environ- conducive and cost-effective
ment for foreign investors and climate for investors.

companies exceeding the tar-
get of 500 to be attained bv
2003. Of these, some 30 ark
world class and 32% owned by
foreigners.

Furthermore, Dr Mahathir
said, Malaysian products were
competitively priced and are
produced to meet the quality
standards of the world mar-
kets.

With the export of services6
becoming increasingly signifi-
cant to Malavsia. Dr Mahathir
said Morocco could use the
skills and experience of
Malaysian companies which
had developed infrastructure
facilities, housing, ports, air-
ports, roads and railways as
well as water treatment and

power plants.
“Malaysian companies have

successfully implemented
construction projects in
Africa, West Asia, East Asia,
India and Eastern Europe.

“Moroccan companies
Moroccan companies were Malaysia was actively promot-

welcome to explore business
should explore the possibility

opporh.mi&s  avai lable  in
ing the development of the of partnering Malaysian com-
information and communica-

Malaysia, Dr Mahathir said.
panies to bid for projects not

tions technology industry, only in Morocco but also else-
He said to develop a knowl- adding that it had set up the

edge-based
where in the region,” he

economy, Multimedia Super Corridor added.
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