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He wanted to know

how we developed

E By K: PARKARAN

ON BOARD MH4802: Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad.
who was invited three times hy
Muammar Gaddefi during his
two-day visit to Libya, sad he
was “grilled” by the Libyan
Ieederonhog/dréihaj O\élercgme
0 many to develo
Mdaysa to what it is today. P

The Prime Miniger, who
said that he was surprised over
the unscheduled invitations,
sad Gadddfi had dso wanted to
meet him yesterday before his
departure to Bahrain for a two-
day officid visit, but he had to
decline because of his tight
shedule

“He was amazed & the way
we have developed Maaysia
and wanted to know how we
overcame the financid crids,
managed the cconomy and
atracted foreign investment
Successully.

“Hc especially wanted to
know what wedl)él torgect the
powerful financid bodies in the
world during our criss” he
sad on board the chartered
Madaysa Airline Boeing 777
ferrying 160-member delega-
tion~ comprisng  Cabinet
Ministers. Mentris Besar.
senior  government - officiads
and bugnessmen on a week-
long officid visit to Morocco,
Libya and Bahrain.

r Mahathir had to cance
two scheduled press confer-
ences in Libva for Maavdan
and foreign journalists because
of his very tight programme
and the two unscheduled meet-

ings with Gadddfi.

‘According to Malaysian and
Libvan offiads in Trinoli. no
other vigting government head
had been accorded this treat-

ment.

“He grilled me until 12.30am
(Saurday morning) on our
country. Gaddafi was very
intereged to know how we for-
mulate our foreign policies.

‘| have met s0 many govern-
ment |eaders who face econom-
ic problems but no one had
asked me how we manage our
economy,” he said when asked
to describe his meetings with
Gaddfi.

Asked on his persond im-
pression of Gaddefi, the Prime
Minigter said he was afriendly
but “angry man’ because of
what had hgppened during the
time when lItdians were in
power during the colonid days.

He sid Geaddafi had dso
asked him why he was going to
the United States next month.

“| told him it's good for us to
0 to the US because we wart to

now what is the country’s
gand. And maybe we can deve-
lop it (ties) after that,” he said.

‘Asked what were Gaddafi's
view on Mdavsds definition of
terrorism, Dr Mahathir replied:

“We have defined terrorism
and the world is supposed to
believe that our definition is
correct. But some people say
Isradlis are not terrorists and

trlwt they are peace-loving peo-
o

“Our stand is either you con-
demn both sides or don't con-
demn a 4l he sad.
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