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BENGHAZI: Prime Minister

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir

Mohamad vidted the Great

Man-Made River project,

dubbed as the Eighth Wonder

of the World and the pride of

Libya, inthe Sahara desert here

on Friday.

Work on the first phase of
the mammoth  U$19.58bil
(RM74.4bil) project began on
Aug 28, 1991,

It comprises 1,300 water
wdls - which are 500m de=o
-and the water is channdled
into five gigantic dams supply-
ing water for domestic, agricul-
tura and indudtria use.

It involves a pipeline net-
work totalling 3,500km and sup-
plies about 6.5 million cubic
metres of water daily to as far
as the capita city of Tripali,
about 670km from here

The five dams have a tota
cgpecity of 54.9 million cubic
metres of weater a any one
time.

The proi'ect was mooted by
Libyan leader  Muammar

Gadodfi in 1984,

During a briefing, a Libyan
government officid sad the
project had succeeded in con-
verting 159,000ha of the arid
land for agriculture.

The Prime Miniger and his
entourage were taken to vist
the completed Omar Mokhtar
Dam, about S50km from
Benghazi Airport, before being
briefed on the entire project in
Sulug here

Dr Mahathir |eft for Bahrain
yederday for a twoday officid
visit.
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