Team A won't Sign memga, before meeting PM again

By Patrick Sennyah

and Chow Kum Hor
news@nstp.com.my

KUALA LUMPUR, Sa. — Leaders
of MCA Team A confirmed that
they did not sgn the memorandum
on the Prime Minister's agenda for
pesce and gability and will not do
o until they have another meeting

Nstt

with Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Moha

mead.

A snior spokesman for Team A
sd:

“We prefer to wait for Dr Ma-
hathir to return from oversees on
Monday for claification.”

The spokesman asserted that
'Ir']eem A lesders were united over
this.

“On the one hand, we have to re-

spect the wishes of the Prime Min-
iger while on the other, we dso
have to consder the wishes of the
members, which is to proceed with
the divisond dections” sad the
spokesman who requested anonym-
ity.

Yesterday, Team B leaders an-
nounced that they had signed the
memorandum.

The memorandum had three

main points which wanted the
Team B-proposed extraordinary
generd meeting to be cdled off, re-
scheduling of divisond dections
and the present dtatus quo retained
a dl paty levels. o

Team B in dgning the memoran
dum badcdly hgedg the advice of
Dr Mahathir who is adso Baisan
Nesond  charman.

Prior to this, over a period of

more than a year, both Team A, led
by paty presdent Datuk Seri Dr
Ling Liong Sk, and Team B, led by
Dauk Lim Ah Lek, repedtedly ap-
proached Dr Mahathir and his dep-
uty Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi for help to resolve the con-
flictin the MCA.

On Thur8day night, Abdullah, to-
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No split over decison, says Team A spokesman6
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gether with mediators Tan Sri Lim Kok
Wing and Tan Si Lee Kim Yew, who were
Team A’s choice, met both factions and
presented them with the memorandum
drafted on Dr Mahathir's advice.

The Team A spokesman also denied
there was any split over the decison not to
dgn the memorandum.

MCA dearing committee charman  Da-
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tuk Seri Dr Ting Chew Peh, aligned to
Team A, remaned adamant that the paty
polls a al leves proceed as scheduled.
Nominations for divisons ac scheduled
to start a 4pm on Monday while Dr Ma-
hathir is expected to be back about 10am.
Meanwhile. despite the spokesman’s
cdams tha Team A leaders were united in
not signing the memorandum, other
sources reveded that there were differing
opinions ¢n the matter within the camp.

It was learnt that one side believed it was
bet that Team A sgned the memorandum
to avoid being seen as going agangd the
Prime Miniger's advice However, the oth-
e dde is as adamant that the divisond
eections should proceed.

Observers viewed that Team A, in refus
ing to sign the memorandum, had back-
tracked on the earlier agreement when
they met the Prime Minider before he left
for Morocco on April 15.
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