Dr M- Pubfic
whipping

If there

IS support

SEPANG, Mon. == Public whipping
to punish those who commit incest
can be carried out if the people
support the move, Prime Minister
Daiuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad
sad today.

“We have never done such a
thing before but if the people sup-
port it and give the mandae to the
Government, we can do it”

However, Dr Mahathir felt differ
pendties were not the solution as
lavs done would not stop incest
and other socid ills. The best de-
fence, he sad, wes to inculcate so-
ciety with vaues and morals.

“Tough laws done ae not suffi-
cient. People know they can be
sentenced to desth for dadah traf-
ficking but there are still those
doing it. But why we don't take
dadah? Because we know it is not
good for us. So to curb incest, we
must inculcate values”

He said while the Government
strove on imparting values and
mords, some quaters were more
interested in  poisoning the minds
of the young to suit therr politicd

“When we want to do something
good, there will be critics labdling
the Government as un-ldamic and
so on.”

He sad efforts to impart religious
education had been hampered by
certain quarters who misled stu-
dents with their brand of poalitics.

He sad facilities to sudy religion
could be provided but all these
would come to nought if <Students
were led adtray by those with ul-
terior motives.

When people lacked religious
knowledge, Dr Mahathir sad they
could be driven to commit heinous
crimes like inced.

“People have become shameess

they oedl, they took money be-
longing to Tabung Hai. We have
anti-piracy laws and yet people
dabble in piraed goods.

“They have no consideration a
dl. People don't care about ther
action as long money can be
mede”

Asked whether the avalability of
pornographic  materids  like VCDs
was a factor behind the incresse in
incest and rape cases, Dr Mahathir
replied:

“Those peddiing these items ae
devoid of mords, they think of the
money only. We want to put this to
a sop but with the Internet, it is
difficult. If we do not build a mord
resistance against pornography,
there is very little the Government
can do.”

On inces, Dr Mahathir sad it
was sad tha many of the cases in-
volved Mudims, adding this should
not have happened if they adhered
to the teachings of the religion.
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