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He said since becoming the
Prime Minister 15 years ago, many
success stories of the Malays  could
clearly be seen.

Citing the  g lobal economic
downturn in the mid-1990s as an
example,  Zahir said Dr Mahathir’s
refusal to receive aid from the In-
ternational Monetary Fund had
helped the country.

National Economic Action
Council executive director Datuk
Mustapa Mohamed said Dr Ma-
hathir’s hands-on approach in
managing the country’s economy
and his bravery in facing adversi-
ties, had helped transform Malay-
sia into an advanced developing

country.
“S ince  becoming  the  four th

Prime Minister, he has introduced
various policies and the 1980s could
be described as an era to diversify
the country’s economy.

“This was why we saw policies
like the Look East Policy and Ma-
laysia Inc which were directed at
reducing the Government’s burden
and have the private sector play a
role in the country’s development,”
he added.

Mustapa said during the 199Os,  Dr
Mahathir played a major role in the
construction of various projects
including the Kuala Lumpur In-
ternational Airport in Sepang,
Kuala Lumpur City Centre and
Putrajaya.

Mohd Ali said Dr Mahathir, by
virtue of his unique thinking and
planning, is a model of what a real
statesman should be.

He said despite facing various
challenges, both locally and inter-
nationally, Dr Mahathir stood for
what he believed in and this was
proven time and again.

“His different approach during
the economic crisis in the 1990s
helped steer Malaysian economy to
a recovery when that of other
countries virtually collapsed.

“Although the entire world ac-
cused him of employing a strategy
considered irrelevent to modern
times, he showed that his ideas
were indeed good for the country.”
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