Mang jnaction on
wages angers groups

PETALING JAYA: The Maaysian
Indian Development Associaion
has urged the Human Resources
Minister to take “drastic steps’ to
findise the issue of monthly wages
for rubber tappers in the planta
tion indugtry.

Its vicepresdent M. Gnana
Segaran sad the matter was long
overdue and damed that the
Madaysan Agriculturd Producers
Association (Mapa) hed been drag-
ging its feet. )

He was commenting on reports
that talks between Mapa and the
National Union of Plantation Wor-
kers on the monthly wage had
ended in a deadlock after Mapa
ingsted on a RM300 wage ceiling
for the rubber tappers.

Segaran sad the proposa for
RM300 monthly sdary was not
acoeptable as it only amounted to
RM10 per day, hardly enough for a
smdl family to survive.

NUPW executive secretary A.
glaggnyukundmhes_ad.the uni onM had

r iven their views on Mapa
proposa? S but was disgppointed
that Mapa had maintaned the
same wage cdling.

_“There was no way for us to con-
Sder their proposdls. We are only
asking for a reasonable wage for

them. We are not asking for the
sky,” he sad.

DAP Youth committee member
T. Kamnaen dammed Mapa for
coming out with such alow salgry
scheme for the rubber tappers.

“They (Mapa) should realise
that even a driver g?eij/eaabwt
RM®600 per month while gmubber
tapper, who %ets up before dawn
and works in the dark, is only get-
ting  RM300. )

“These employers should think
of the tappers sacrifices” he said.

Kannan urged NLJPW to boycott
any further discussions and
request the minister to hand over
the matter to the Industrid Court
for a decison.

“We hone the Industrial Court
will st an early date and bring
some light to the rubber tappers”
hesaid. . )

Indian Progressive Front pres-

dent Datuk M.G. Pandithan said it
was a shame that Mapa hed failed
to consider the contributions of the
rubber tappers for amost 100
years.
- He sad IPF would seek a met-
ing with Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad to
explain the predicament of the tap-
pers.
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