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Johor Corp (JCorp) is keen to ex-
tend its expertise in private health-
care to the Middle Eagtern countries
through its public-listed entity KPJ
Healthcare Bhd.

Johor Mentri Besar Datuk Ab-
dul Ghani Othman, who is dso chair-
man of Jcorp, sad yesterday that the
company could offer its knowhow in
setting up private hospitals and in hos-
pitd management.

He sad the company had no im-
mediate plan to own hospitds in the
region but was open to some options,
including taking up stakes in the loca
private hedthcare providers.

Ghani, who had joined Prime Minis-
ter Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo-
hamad's entourage on a week-long
visit to Morocco, Libya and Bahrain,

i
sad Arab busnessmen had shown
interest to work closely with KPJ.

“There will be follow-up visits from
businessmen there, and most proba
bly we'll provide them more details of
our hedthcare busness” Ghani told
reporters at the opening of an Idamic
economic seminar in Johor Baru.

Ghani sad as Mdaysds leading
private hedthcare provider, the com-
pany was in a strong position to assist
private hedthcare providers in the
Middle East improve their services.

He said there was huge potentia in
the private hedthcare sector in the
region following last year's 11
teergllforist attackn?n theyUS, asse,gtrd)s
had skipped Europe and the US for
their medica treatment.

Ghani sad tha more and more
Ardbs were now seeking medicd
treetment from private hospitals in
South-East Asia, which would spur

hedth tourism in Madaysa.

According to Ghani, KPJ, which hes
10 hospitals nationwide under its sta-
ble, will embark on aggressve mar-
keting activities to attract more Arab
patientsto Maaysia.

He sad that Arabs, especidly the
rich, liked to travel in big groups, and
the strategy was to attract the patient.

According to Ghani, while the pa
tient undergoes trestment, the others
can engage in such activities as shop-
ping and sight seeing.

_“At present the mgjority of our for-
egn patients come from Brund, In-
donesa and S e, and a mix of
expdriates of different nationalities
based in the country,” Ghani sad.

He sad that another service the
company could venture into was pro-
viding nurses from its it-house nurs-
ing college to private and public hos-
pitasin the Middle Eas.
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