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MALACCA, Tues. The imbdances in the
country’s poP]uIation and education oppor-
tunitics for the Malays gave rise to Prime
Miniser Datuk Sai )y Mahathir Mohamad's
farsightedness in the education sector.

Former educationist, Professor Datuk Dr
Awang Had Salleh said Dr Mahathir had
written about the matter as early as the 1960s
when he noted now education would change
the future of the Malays.

“In one of his writings, he stated: A com-
prehnensve educationa programme  Specidly
for the Malays should be launched immedi-
aey the kampung folks must be made to
realise that the sdvation of ther children
and therr race lies in education.”

Awang added that Dr Mahahir dso fdt
that the reason why Mudims were backward
was because they were only thinking about
seking  knowledge to practice the reigion
and not appreciating the knowledge.

“He fet that there had to be a paradigm
shift in Idamic education and this led to the
formaion of the Internationd Idamic Uni-
versity to produce dl-round Idamic students
who ae excdlent in their respective fidds
and a the same time esemplify the ided-
igns, vaues and ethics of Idam,” he added.

Awang said [)r Mahathir felt that there
wes a need to change the education system
as it was too dependent on the British sys-
tem.

“That was why he adopted the Look East
policy in the early 1980s which was directed
a widening the scope of educetion by aso
leaning from the Jgpanese expeience and
adopting it to Maaysias needs”

Universti  Utara Maaysia vice-chancdlor,
Prof Dauk Dr Fawzi Basri placed Dr Ma-
hathir on par with the Indian father of inde-

Mahama Gandhi and former In-
donesan president, Soekarno.

He said all three men. with their own
unique idess, had hedlped shape their coun-
tries image in the eyes of the world.

He sad while Gandhi propagated his non-
violence philosophy and Soekarno his neu-
trd world idea, Dr Mahathir had captured
the world's attention with his ability to de-
velop Mdaysia based on his own way.

“Dr Mahathir's success is not for himself or
his family but for us Maaysans” he sad
when presenting his paper on Dr Mahathir's
thinking on the Malays.

Fawzi sad Dr Mahathir should be a role
model for Mdaysians, especidly the Malays,
& he had nc%r been oonfro>r/1tati0nd wﬁen
putting forward his idess.

“He beieves in diplomacy and concrete
debate when trving to convince others. As
such, Dr Mahathir had successfully promoted
the image of the Malays and Islam in the
eyes of the world,” he added.

Meanwhile, Datuk Seri Dr Zainul Ariff
Hussn of the Prime Miniger's Department
when presenting his paper on Dr Mahathir's
Vison 2020 concept, sad Vison 2020 was a
reflection of Dr Mahahir's concern and ef-
forts to inculcate positive culture among
Maaysians. “This is a result of what he had
seen during his countless visits oversess” hc
sad. Zanul Ariff sdd in propagating Vison
2020, Dr Mahathir had ano contri]%uously
emphassad the importance of knowledge as
he believed development would not come
without  knowledge.



	PM praised for his vision in education of Malays (NST 24/04/2002)

