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PUTRAJAYA, Tues. — Dauk Seri
Dr Mahahir Mohamad hes cdled
on membas of the Third Nationd
IT Council to work hard in bridging
the digitd divide during ther term.

The Prime Minister aso stressed
the urgent need for al Maaysans
Ito master Eﬂg;sh asldwerlulal & othg

uages which cou in ef-
fgr?s to bridge the divide. P

Dr Mahathir made the remarks
when addressing the 25 newly-ap-
pointed members of the councl at
its first meeting a the Prime Minis-
ter's Department today.

The new members will serve un-
til 2004,

Dr Mahahir dso thanked mem-
bers of the previous council for
their dedication and service

The council a its mesting today

SIE,,HS |'T council

APR‘ 20%5 brifed on programmes amed

a narowing the gap in ICT, ad
on the TIGeR 1 project. (TIGeR
dands for technology, indusry and
government for erevolution).

The project is being undertaken

in Penang.
NITC was established in 1994 and
functions as the primary adviser to
the Government on matters per-
taning to information and commu-
nication technology in Maaysias
national  development.

Among members of the Third
NITC are seven Ministers, one
Chief Minister, academia, represen-
tatives of unions and non-govern-
mentd organisations and  senior  ex-
ecutives of IT-rdated companies.

Its permanent members are Dr
Mahathir, who is the chairman,
Dep
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi (deputy
chairman),#Mimos Bhd president
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Prime Miniser Dauk Seri

Dr Mahathir wants al

Nst

on ,boaréllﬁg gn‘jmdwagon
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and chigf executive Tengku Datuk
Dr Mohd Azzman Shariffadeen (sec-
retary), Chief Secretary to the Gov-
enment Tan Si Samsudin Osman
and Multimedia Development Cor-
poration executive chairman Tan
Si Dr Othman Yeop Abdullah.

Briefing reporters on the medt-
ing, council member Professor Da-
tuk Dr Shaifah Hapsah Syed Ha-
san Shahabudin sad the PM made
it cdear that no one should be mar-
gindised in recaving IT education.

Dr Mahathir, she sad, stressed
the importance of “bringing every-
one on board” the IT bandwagon.

He also emphasised on using
knowledge gained on ICT postive-
ly, she said.

“Dr Mahathir noted the use of
languages would endble people to
be innovative and creative, and
this would help bridge the gap,”
sad Shaifeh Hapsah, who is Pro-
fessor of Medicd Education, Uni-
vasti Kebangssan Mdaysia

On whether any target had been
st for the council, she sad three
srategic arees had been identified.

These are e-Compstitiveness (to
improve national economic compet-
itiveness), e-Public Services (to en-
are the efficient and effective de-
livery of public good) and Socid
Digitd Induson (to address bridg-
ing the digitd divide issues for var-
ious communities in the country).

Sharifah Hapsah said the com-
munities identified incduded bus-
ness, women, Yyouth, urban poor,
dissbled and geographicaly-isolat-
ed communities.

She said NITC decided to adopt a
holigtic gpproach in  implementing
programmes to bridge the divide

On how serious the gap was,
Shaifah Hapsah said it was quite
difficult to arive a a figure be
cause the divide did not only apply
to only those who had no access to
information and knowledge. It dso
gpplied to those who had access but
did not know how to utilise ICT to
better. their lives, she added.
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