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PEACE

MCA leaders begin work to
remove peace plan obstacles

By FOONG PEK YEE

KUALA LUMPUR: MCA leaders
have started work to ensure the
successful  implementation  of  ther
party’s peace agenda by removing
obstacles that might upst the da-
tus quo agreed upon to allow in-
cumbents at al levds to remain in
ther  postions.

Leaders from Team A and Team
B have been told to submit their
recommendations to the MCA
headquarters election steering
committee.

MCA scretary-generd  Datuk
Sari Dr Ting Chew Peh, who heads
the committee, said the panel
would meet on Tuesday to discuss
the suggestions to iron out the
problems before nomination day

for divisons on May 10.

The hitches include over-the-

age-limit MCA Youth leaders,
except the nationd Youth chair-
man, who are above 45 years old.
Under the partv congtitution, there
is no age limit for the netiond
Youth chief.

Other problems include the posi-
tions of incumbent leaders at divi-
son, date and centrd levd who
were defested in the recently con-
cluded branch polls, and divison
leaders who have died.

The peace plan, initiated by
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir Mohamad, was unani-
mously approved by the MCA cen-
tra committedfon Tuesday.
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The‘/ implementation of the
peace plan began with some
advice from Deputy Prime
Minisger Datuk Seri  Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi, who appeded to
MCA leaders to let bygones be
bygones and to drive to fortify
the paty and Barisan Nasiond.

Yedterday, Team A and Team
B Youth leeders met and agreed
to support amendments to the
wing's bylaws to remove the age
cdling.

The proposa, when approved
by the centrd committee, will
dlow eight Youth state chiefs to
keep their posts.

The tadks were atended by
Youth secretary-general Yew
Teong Look, vicecharman Loh
Seng Kok and Sdangor Youth
chief Datuk Ch'ng Toh Eng from
Team A; and deputy secretary-
generd Liow Tiong La, legd
bureau chief Simon Lim and
vice-charman Daiuk Liew Yuen
Keong from Team B.

Spesking & a press confer-
ence here yesterday, Dr Ting
said the steering committee
would submit the recommenda
tions to the presidentiad council
or central committee for a deci-
sion before May 10.
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Asked what would happen if
the grassroots refused to heed
the no-contest advice, Dr Ting
sad party leaders would have to
persuade and advise them to
support the peace plan but there
would be no coercion.

On Tuesday, party president
Datuk Sexi Dr Ling Llong Sk
sad MCA leaders et the divison,
sate and nationd levels would
reman in ther poss until the
next party eections in 2005.

The datus quo is being main-
taned as of the peace
da to mga;(he party Ieade?%?p
crigs.

Dr Ling had sad tha there
would be no contest in MCA’s
166 divisond €eections on May
14-15. The same formula would
be applied at state, Wanita,
Youth and nationd leves.

Ealier in RJtre?‘aya yester-
day, Dr Ling sad the threeman
committee which took over from
the suspended Youth central
committee in December last
year would meet leaders from
the wing to discuss ways to
:mplement the status quo formu-
a

He sad he expected some rec-
ommendations in the next two

days.
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