Anwar ordered to pay PM costs over failed suit

By CHELSEA L.Y. NG

KUALA LUMPUR: The Court
of Appeal yesterday awarded
over RM35,000 in costs to
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir Mohamad, making
the total amount to be paid by
his former denutv Datuk Seri
Anwar Ibrahim ‘for a faled
dander suit RM138,870.
Deputy reglstrar of the
Court of Apped, Mohd Nasir
Yahya made the order in the
resence of Dr Mahathir's
awyer Fadzilah Mohd Filus
and Anwar’s counsd Karpd

Sngh.

Of the RM35,381 granted
yesterday, RM30, 000 was for
the counsd’s gettm g up fee
RM2,626 for allocatur fee
(WhICh is a payment mede to

the court for seding an order)
and the rest for miscdllaneous

expenses.

On April 17, lagt year, the
High Court granted codts of
RM85,000 to Dr Mahathir and

bseguently on July 6, the

Court awarded a fur-
ther RM18,489 after the Prime
Minister succeen‘ully applied
to drike out the RM100mil
defamation suit.

The different sats of costs
ordered agand Anwar were
meant for the expenses
incurred and charges made by
Dr Mahathir's lawyers a sep-
aate sages of the case.

The lagt attempt mede by
Anwar to reingtate his case
was through an application to
the Federal Court for leave to
gppedagaing the decison to

throw out his suit on Aug 30,
1999.

On Feb 23, the Federd
Court dismissed his gpped
with  codts,

The High Court had on Aug
30, 1999, thrown out the suit on
the grounds that Anwar’s
clam was “obvioudy unsus-
tainable’, frivolous, vexatious
and an abuse of the court
process.

Jusice Dr RK. Nathan, who
threw out the suit filed on Jan
25, held that the words uttered
by Dr Mahathir & a press con-
ference a his office on Sept
22,1998, to agroup of loca and
forelgn journdists were not
defamato

He sad that the statement
about Anwar’s sexud relaions
with his (Anwa’'s) former
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speech writer Dr Munawar
Aness and adopted brother
Skma Damawan Saamiteet
Madja had come three days
Guiy o Soabmy cherles
guilty to es
after they had been convu:ted
for allowing the former
deputy Prime Minister to
sodomise them.

The judge said that Dr
Mahathirs words “did not
State anything by way of news
for the first t| me as Munawar
and Sukma, being charged and
convicted, were very much of
public knowledge.”

In his 25- age judgm:
Judtice Dr h
that there Was no mdlce on
the part of Dr Mahathir in
making the statement.

He added that, as Prime

Minister, Dr Mahathir was
duty bound to inform the pub-
lic aout the behaviour of
Anwar, who was then the
deputy prime minister and
deputy president of Umno.

On the defence of judtifica
tion, Justice Dr Nathan held
that it was clearly available to
Dr Mahathir as “his words
were based on true facts and
that the suit ought to be struck
out on this score done.”

As for the defence of quali-
fled rivilege, he sad Dr
ahathir was obliged and
compelled to respond to
Anwar’s dtacks agangt him,
the officers of the Attorney-
General’s Chambers, the
police, the Government and
Umno.
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