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and his staff also have a com-

MALAYSlAN flag flies
high in the Bahrain capi-
td of Manama This time

it bdongs to Petronas, the
nationa oil corporation which last
week had its two-floor office pre-
mises graced by Prime Minister
Datuk Sai Dr Mahathir Mohamad.

The opening of the office dgnds
Maaysia's serious commitment to
look for new businesses in West
Asia, spesrheaded by Petronas with
the full enthusasm of its saff and
management.

The office is located on the top-
most floors of the Nationd Bank of
Bahran Towers, giving occupants
a splendid view of the blue ocean
and major pats of the city. This is
certainly not a coincidcncc. |
thought.

Pctronas president and chief  ex-
ecutive Tan Sri Hassan Marican

manding view of the city from itg
headquarters in Kuala Lumpur,
located, of course, at the tallest
building in the world. Perhaps this
symholises the oil company’s vision
of things to scan the world’s ho-
rizons for productive and mean-
ingful  ventures.

Baran has a capitd of admog
700,000 people, with about a quarter
million comprisng foreign  nation-
ds working in severd indudtries.
Almost 100 per cent of the popula-
tion are Muslims. living in a
thriving business island regarded
by many as the financia centre of
the Middle East and a favourite
playground of its neighbours.

Baran. like Mdaysa adopts a
constitutional monarchy type of
Government. But the monarch ap-
points his Cabinet and this has
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served the country well.

Petroleum  production and  refin-
ing congtitutes about 60 per cent of
export revenue.

Rosli, one of the senior gaff to be
dationed in Bahrain, is ready to
help keep the flag flying.

Having sarved in other Petronas
operations oversses. Rosh  seems
very knowlcdgable about his work.

But this is only to he expected
since Hassan is known to he quite a
taskmaster when it comes to get-
ting the best from his colleagues
The nationa oil corporation was
given two exploratory off-shore
blocks in November last year. rep-

with tough work In Bahrain

lines.

resenting a magor breskthrough in
the Middle East.

While the panoramic view from
the top of the tower can Iull occu-
pants into an easy and dream-like
existence, I'm told that the off-
shore_operations won't be essy a
all. Exploration will be done in
shallow waters and this will be
made more difficult with the pres
ence of reefs

An ol man | met yederday sad
this would involve what the in-
dustry refers to as “directional
drilli S0 as to minimise the
possible damage to the reefs. Given
a choice, not many oil companies
wbuld want to be involved in such
operations, but Petronas wants to
prove a point, | guess.

With the officid opening of its
Kertih petrochemical complex in
Terengganu in less than two weeks

time, Petronas can be excused for
feding buoyant and brimming with
confidence. A vison redised — this
has been Peronas rdlying cal and
we wat with expectation for its
fird drop of oil from the Bahrain
ailfidds.

O In Jduly 1991, former editor of
the Star, V.K. Chin, in his weskly
column Comment, took to task the
Foreign Ministry for some undip-
lomatic trestment of the media in-
vited to accompany official and
working vidgts of nationa leaders
such as the Prime Miniger and his
deputy

I've taken part in severa of these
trips. Such trips are not a holiday,
especidly when reporting or des-
patching stories back to our head-
quarters in Kuda Lumpur can be
difficult due to time differenceé or
troublesome telecommunication

Moving from one degination to
another too can be a big problem,
egpecidly when we need to catch
up with the rest of the officid mo-
torcade to be in time for the photo
session or Press conference. But
V.K’s aticde, and the postive re-
sponse of the ministry after the
visit to Brazil, has made things
better and more agresdble.

Wisna Putra, dter close liaison
with the Prime Miniger's office,
has put in place an arrangement
that alows newsmen and tdevision
crew members to travd in the same
motorcade as the res of the officid
delegation.

This has been going on for quite
some time and many of us are quite
thankful for such logigtics.
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