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Party reps to meet on formula today
By FOONG PEK YEE

‘llic YX  clcctud Ivprcsenta-
ti\w  will meet a t  the MCA
llc;lilqual-ters  t o  fmd  w a y s  t o

iwoncilc  ah~xl  of the  division
L!lect1ons  011  ml!  L-15.

‘l’hc meting  will lx chaired
i-q  party prcsidcrit 1)atuk  Scri
111‘  l,ing  l.iong  Sik. llis deputy,
l)atuk Ijim 11h I.ck  is cspcctcd
to attend.

l’art!~  clfficials said many
grassroots mc~n\x~s  l’rom  the
166 divisions wcrc unhappy
with t hc “no contest”  formula
for  the division polls.

‘l‘hq  said while they did not
Illllld ;I statu?: quo at  tt1c  n a t i o n -

al lcvcl, contests should lx
allowed at the  division level.

“‘These  siuo luu  pun or little
hosscs wield c o n s i d e r a b l e
influence at the grassroots
level hut the big bosses will
have to convince them of  the
larger picture,” said one
Sclangor  Icadcr.

‘I’hc  pcacc plan, initiated by
t’rimc Minister  IMulc  Scri 111

Mahathir hlohamad.  has been
cndorscd  11~  the  party’s ccn-
tral comnii t tcc.

A senior party leader  said
the in i t i a l  g rass roo t s  r eac t ion
\vax  cxpccted  lwcause “ttlc

decision was too sudden and
uncspcctcd.”

Hc  sa id  the  “elections wi th -
out  contes t”  formula  was not
as  dras t ic  as  i t  f i rs t  appeared
hecausc at the  last party  polls
in 1990, almost YW  of the
branches  and  about  80’ ; of the
divisions saw no  contests.

In fact, only the four vice-
president’s posts were con-
tested af ter  the 25 candidates
for the central committee
members, deputy president
and president were returned
u n o p p o s e d .

Wxribing  the p l a n  a s
wholesome in a way,  he said
I>r Mahathir had taken into
cons idera t ion  severa l  aspec ts
- including respecting the
part!. c o n s t i t u t i o n , which
called for the election of office
bearers  every three years.

“if the elections arc post-
poned indefinitely, aspirants
and  the i r  suppor te r s  wi l l  con-
t inue to  campaign as  they  w i l l
have no idea &it!% the elections
would be called.” he added.

Party sources  said at least
90% of the 166 diviwns  would
accept  the no-contest  formula,
a l though  the re  would  be  hitch-
cs in some  areas.j .
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