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Incest qnd&qummyol related, says Mahathir

SUSAN TAM

PETALING JAYA: Incest is
not a problem of poverty,
Prime Minister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohamad said.

The public should not aso-
ciate the two - incest and
poverty - together, he told
reporters at a Workers' Day
function a the Nationa Public
Administration Institute yes-
terday.

Dr Mahathir said although
incest involved mostly the
poor in Malaysia, there were
cases in other countries which
do involved the rich.

“So please, do not link incest
with the poor because the two
ae not rdaed” he sad.

occurred due to moral deca-
dence among  the

“It is not a matter of
whether the penalty (for such
offences) is too dif or lenient.
If we are taught good values
from young, then such a thin
will not happen,” he sai
adding that parents and teach-
es need to indil good velues
in  children.

However, he sid some reli-
gious teachers were more
Interested in teaching, politics
to their students.

“When we want to give sex
education to students, they
think only about that (sex)

“Actudly it is closdy asso-
ciged with good behaviour.”

The desre to dominate their
victims is one of the reasons

to commit incest, according to
social activist Kamal Affandi
Hashim.

They usually use their
authority over the victim to
commit’the heinous acts, he
added.

“They ae “cowad rapists’
because they use athority as
a wegpon “agang the victims
to fulfil their desires within
their own families,” said
Kamal Affandi. who is the
Selangor chairman of the
Malaysian Crime Prevention
Foundation, in an interview
here.

He said incest also occurs
among families who had
migrated from their home-
towns.

“Such crimes would not be

offender is known to his neigh-
bours in the community.

“But once they moveto a
new place, that controlling
agent is removed, thus alow-
ing for the crime to take
place” he sad.

Kama  Affandi said
although the reported cases
show thet incet was prevalent
among poorer families |n a
particular  community,
would not be fair to |soIaIe
these acts to just that group.

“There are many unreport-
ed caes and some of them do
occur in - middeclass  families
and among well-educated indi-
viduds" he said, adding that it
was up to the victims to speek
up and report the incidents.

He said with the support

Government and agencies,
victims  should  be
to sk ther hdp.

He added that teking semn
action against the offenders
might help to minimise their
urges but would not complete-
ly deter them from commit-
ting the crime again.

“MCA Hotline Service
chairman Ta Sim Yew said
castration  and Whlﬁplng
should be meted out if harsher
penalties could not bring
offenders to ther senses

It is high time tha cases of
incestuous relationships be
dedt with and not sweot under
the capet by membes of the
affected family under the
quiee of shame fer ad eco-
nomic liveihood, she said.
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