Good reasons for
PM to hold

LTHOUGH there are no strong hints

at the moment of an early general

election, many politicians are not dis-

missing the possibility that Prime

Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad may call for one next year., )

And there are plenty of good reasons why he
coud cdl for a sgp dection before the Barisn

y&onal’s full fiveyear tem expires in the year

Unlike the scenario in 1'998, when Dr

Mahathirs dature wes severdy tested éfter the

sacking of Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim from

Umno and the government, the reverse hes taken

place

Dr Mahathir's popularity is & an dl-time high
while the opposition front comprising PAS, Parti
Keadilan Nasonad and Parti Rekya
Mdaysa is in disaray. Keadilan
itsdf is struggling to keep intact fol-
Iowingi a sries of resgnaions of its
top leaders

The populaity of PAS has been
deeply eroded after the Sept 11
dtacks in New York, paticular
when it cdled for a jihad gholy Wa‘{
agang the United States for retali-
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Despite initid  fears of massive
retrenchments following the slow-
down in the United States, the situa-
tion has been wel maneged by our

ding againg the Tdiban regime in §
Afgﬁmﬁgm. % % ]

The involvement of severd PAS  grassrools
members in the Kumpulan Militan Mdaysa jolt-
ed many Malaysians, particularly moderate
Mudims, and caused many to reasssess the kind
of ﬁolmcs propagated by the Idamist party.

The DAP, understanding the sentiments of its
core supPort among the non-Mudims, tried to
save itsdf by pulling out of the gpposjtion pact
but it hes yet to recover from the effects of work-
ing with PAS in the 1999 generd dection.

It took a besting from Chinese voters with
sverd top DAP guns being defeated.

The Barisn Nasond component parties, par-
ticaly the MCA and Gedkan, need to toke
advantage of a weak DAP. Come September,
when the memories of the fird amniversay of
the New York tragedy ae replayed, srong emo-
tions would be evoked again.

But the Sept 11 factor would fade away among
Mdaysans if Barisan decides to wat longer to
cdl for eections One week in politics is a long
time, a the saying goes.

On the economic front, there is now renewed
interes in the Kuda Lumpur Stock Exchange
and there is tdk that the foreign buyers would
refurn  drongly to our counters.

The propaty market, idly a the high
end, seems to have rebounded with news reports
of buyers having to bdlot for semi-detached and
bungdow units in frechold aress of the Klang
Vallev.

government.

Dr Mahahirs danding in the international
community has changed tremendoudy since Sept
11. If he was treated with suspicion previously
for his drong actions agang suspected extrem-
ists, paticulaly in usng the Internd Security
Act, there is now gregter understanding.

He is sen as a modeade Mudim leader in a
progressive  Idamic country who widds consid-
greble clout among Idamic nations. The hosting
of the recent Organisation of Idamic Conference
(OIC) mesting in Kuadla Lumpur has certainly
boosted his credentids.

Clearly, the US is sdng Mdaysa in a diffe-
ent light with the country now being described by
tt)hle White House as the regiona “beacon of da
ility.”

l\)l/ext week, Dr Mahathir will travel to the
United States where he will meet President
George W. Bush. The high-profile medting is
important  because it will ease the drained rda
tionship between the two countries.

Dr Mahathir will have a busy schedule. includ-
ing a meeting with the influential editors a& The
Washington Post and meetings with White House
officds and  sendors
- On the II(ocai frhont, the gllgg% WRIII nelaed some
time to work on the a as d
al levels mugst redisept%a;ethere is morep?t/ dake
than a fight over panr podts.

A divided MCA will not be good for Barisan as
it gears itself for the next general election.

arly polls

Gaakan must dso gopreciate that it needs the
MCA during the dection and that the fight in the
MCA does not benefit the Penang- party.

There is dill a great degree of unhafpmess
among Chinee voters towards the MCA for its
bitter ~ factiond fight. Party leaders, whether they
like it or not, have to come together.

My gatherings involving _grassroots  leaders
and Cl&&e guilds can be organised to forge
unity and to show that they can close ranks to
face a common enemy.

Within Umno, its eections (one due next year)
have always been exciting affairs but party
members may spend too much time campaign-
ing, which would not augur well for Barisan.

It is laed tha Dr Mahathir may want to
callll for the general election before the Umno
olls.

P Another factor to consider would be the
progress of the delineation exercise by the
Election Commisson involving the cregtion of
more paliamentary and date  congituencies.

The proposd, once completed, will have to be
goproved by Paliament. These new seats would
then have to be identified before the generd elec-
tion is caled.

But the consensus among manv Barisan lead
ersisthat the general election is not that far
avay and prepaations should stat now - it is a
perception that is shared by the Opposition.

Last week, Dr Mahathir dropped a hint by say-
ing he will be defending his Kubang Pesu seet in
the next generd eection.

0 Wong Chun WUi  can be reached at onthebeut
@thestar.com.my
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