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PM takes =

swipe at
NGO
coalition

LANGKAWL: T he Pime
Minister yesterday took a
swipe at the coalition of 32
non-governmental organisa-
tions(NGOs) that has put on
hold all contacts with the
Human ' Rights Commission
(Suhakam) for 100 days.

“They want to be on their
own. Who cares about these
NGOs? (Dia nuk sendiri. Siapu
peduli puda NGO ini),” Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad
said when asked about the
boycott.

The codition had initiated
the 100-day boycott in protest
against W%at it perceives as
the eoson of Suhakam's inde
pendence.

Citing the recent appoint-
ment of Tan Sri Abu Talib
Othman as the new chairman
and the axing of Tan Si Anuar
Zainal  Abidin. Professor
Mehrun Sirgj and Datuk Dr
Sdleh Mohd Nor as commis
doners as a threat to the cred-
ibilitv  of Suhekam. the coali-
tion said future co-operation
with the commisson aso hung
in the bdance if the gtuaion
remained.

National Human Rights
Association president
Ramdas Tikamdas, who
spoke on behalf of the coali-
tion, had said that the NGOs
would meet again at the
expiry of the period to
review the postion. )

“In the meantime, we will
not have awy didogues, send
ay memoranda or - complaints
to Suhskam.” Ramdas sad on
Sdurday. Other NGOs endors:
ing the action include Aliran,
Suaram, Jemaah Islah
Malaysia, Tenaganita and
Sigers in Idam.
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. @ It will have some of the highest suspension towers in the world: g
* @ There will be three stations - ground (for passengers to get on), middle and the peak station. i
*. @ Suspension towers placed' between the middle and'the top stations are expected to be 950m Higt:.
Z @ Cable car will travel 70m above the rainforest.

- ® Distance between the base station and the lop of Gunung Machinchang is 2.2km.

- @ There will be 35 six-seater cable cars with a maximum capacity to ferry 700 passengers per hour.-

.- 4 The project has a certified EIA report.

i ® Machinchang Range is rich in geological features, surrounded by rainforests.

Source: Projact consultant Dr Peter A. Wyss
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Suhakam commissioner
Prof Hamdan Adnan, who rep-
resents NGOs in Suhakam,
was quoted as saying tha the
codition was beng emotiond
and only had the backing of a
minority of NGOs.

Dr Mahathir also took a
swipe at the Kelantan PAS
govenment when asked about
an dlegation that the <ate had
mortgaged some 50,000ha of R
land In Hulu Keantan because
it lacked money.

“They (PAS) sad they are
able do everything if they
have a government,” he said
dter visting severd  projects,
including the cable car sys-
tem, here yesterday.

Dr Mahathir claimed that
PAS said all other govern-
ments were eble to do whatev-
er the Barisan Nasional gov-
enment was cgpable of doing.

Gua Musang MP Tengku
Razaleigh Hamzah had
camed that the Keantan gov-
ernment had mortgaged the
land to 40 private companies,
purportedly for oil pam plar
tation  projects.
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