AseanThree
versusterror

‘KL, Manllaan‘a”

PUTRAJAYA: Malaysia, Indo-
nesa and the Philippines sgned a
security arrangement yesterday to
counter cross-border terrorism
and break a militant network they

is out to tun the Maay archi-
%ago into an Idamic dae.

The pact caPs months of negoti-
ations and follows an agreement
by the 10 Asean countries in
November to cooperate to fight ter-
rorism in the aftemath of the Sept
11 atacks on the United States.

But the three members decided
to have formal security coordina-
tion between them because of
their ethnic links, large Muslim
population and porous borders.

A statement issued after the
Soning ceremony  sid the  Signato-
ries, refered to collectivdy as the
Maay achipdago, agreed to  coor-
dinste security  operations to  fight
terrorism and transnational crime
within their territories.

The agreement on “Exchange of
Information and Establishment of
Communication Procedures’” was
signed by Foreign Minister  Datuk
Seri Syed Hamid Albar, his Indo-
nesian counterpart Hassan Wira-
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yuda and Philippine Interior and
Local Government Secretary Jose
D. Lina Jr. Prime Minister batuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad and
Philippines  President  Gloria
Macapagzal Arroyo witzr;essed the
dgnin icture
gMgathﬁ spedqr?ge a few hours
earlier, said the securit arrange-
ment would be a “usful’ weapon
against regional terror groups.
“It is useful. Because we can
exchange information about the
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movement and activities of these
people (terrorists),” he said after
addressing  the  Organistion  of  the
Islamic Conference meeting.

He described it as timely
because there are attempts to
edablish a sngle Idamic dtate out
of the three countries.

“What is ther Idamic date | do
not know. | have not seen them do
anything except a lot of damage to
people and carry out alot of ter-

roig atacks” he sad.

Asked specifically whv Singa-
pore is not included, Mahathir
said: “Because we (Indonwa,
Malaysia and the Philippines) are
near 'to one another.

Syed Hamid sad a joint com-
mittee will be set up to handle
issues involving transnational
crimes, such as smuggling and  ter-
rorism. He said the agreement is
open to any Asean country

“There are indications that
other Asean countries are also
interested in joining,” he said.

Indonesian Foreign Minister
Hassan Wirayuda said the agree-’
ment contans 23 aess of coopera
tion. “They include exchange of
intelligence, joipt operations in
areas such as Ié\rror(ljst huntsd
weapons smuggling, drugs an
rdagg crimes” gge gad. g

Philippines national defence
scretary  Angdo  Reyes on Monday
described the pact as the only way
to defedt terorism. He sad” terror-
ist groups had found it easy to
recruit members in Southeast
Asia, where 520 million Muslims
live. - Agendes
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