Cautious ‘aye’ to re-introducing

English-mediu
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KUALA LUMPUR, Tues.  Bring it
back. This is the generd reection

to Datuk Seri hr Mahathir Moha-
mad's remarks yesterday that En-
glish could be reintroduced as the
medium of ingruction in schools.

Educationists, politicians and a
prominent unioni¢ agreed that the
move was feasible but would re-
quire much work.

The Prime Miniser had sad that
the Government would re-intro-
duce English to arrest the lan-
guages decline if it was the will of
therakyat.

Universiti Putra Maaysa Facul-
ty of Educational Studies lecturer
Dr Arshad Abdul Samad sad bring-
ing back English should be caried
out “very carefully”.

‘Pro otin'gst]@ra}

O FRGM PAGE ONE

and that these groups would be
furthur margindised if the medium
of indruction was changed.

Social activist Datuk Lee Lam
Thye sad promoting the use of En-
glish did not jeopardise the impor-
tance and use of Bahasa Mdaysa
a the nationd language

He said it was an indisputable
fact that the dandard of English
has declined to a levd that was too
low to cope with the nation’s needs.

DAP deputy chairman Karpal
Singh congratulated the Prime
Miniger. He sad Dr Mahahir had

m school system
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He said any implementation
should be done slowly and start
with piiot projects.

“The biggest hurdle in imple-
menting the system would be pro-
viding enough teechers proficient
in English, yet knowledgable in
their various fidds” sad Arshad,
who is dso director of the Mdaysia
International Centre for English
Language  Teeching.

Hazidi A. Hamid, a lecturer with
the Department of English Lan-
guage and Literature, Universiti
Kchangsaan Malaysia, felt that
while the idea was potentially
good, it was not without pitfals.

He agreed that implementation
would prove a little difficult and
have to involve various dages.

Some, however, fdt the sugges
tion was dradtic, preferring other
8Ptions to improving the standard

English.
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made a bold statement in saying
that the Government was willing to
re-introduce the English-medium
school system.

He sad the gdatement should be
the catdyst to improving the san-
dard of English in the country.

Kapd dso cdled on Pas to emu-
lae Dr Mahathir in publicly cdling
for an emphasis on the English lan-
guage and he ur Pes leaders to
Improve their English if they hoped
to form the next Government.

“While the national language
should retan pride of place, En-
glish should not be neglected and
discarded in the name of nationd-

UPM Test of English as a Second
Language lecturer Dr Fauzish Has-
san believed that more emphasis
should be ?iven to spesking and lis:
tening skills for students to im-
prove their English. “It is perfectly
hedthy to mantain Bahasa Malay-
da as a medium of ingtruction.

“However, the attitude that
leaning and madeing English is
un-ndiondigic should be discard
ed before we can improve”

Educationis and socid  activigt
F.R. Bhupalan believed that the
teecher training sysem should be
reviewed, with more effective su-
pervision of teachers in class

“We have to have good qudity
teachers to begin with,” she said.

She made the reminder that peo-
ple from lower income groups and

rural areas spgke Bahasa Mdaysa
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lish won’t jeopardise BM’

ism,” he sad.

Gerakan vice-presdent Dauk Dr
S. Vijayaanam sad the re-intro-
duction of English would not lead
to the dddining of Bahasa Mday-
sia as the people were generdly flu-
et in the nationd language.

The Malaysian Trades' Union
Congress sad English would help
workers obtain better jobs and en-
hance sills.

Its president, Zainal Rampak,
sad Mdaysa would be able to im-
prove its competitive edge espe
cidly in the context of the Asean
Free Trade Area
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