Dr Mahathir's advice to MCA leaders

Nst - 9 MAY 2002

PUTRAJAYA, Wed. The MCA
must aways put the interest of the
Chinese community ahead of ev-
eything dse, Prime Miniser Da-
tuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad
said today.

“Party leaders should redise that
winning or losing is not important;
it is more important that MCA wins
and the Chinese community wins”
he sad.

The Prime Miniser was spesking
to a 500-large crowd from 200 Chi-
nee quilds and associations who
hed gathered & Laman Perdana on
the grounds of his office

He was glad that the his “peace
foomuld was accepted, and re-
minded the party leadership to stay
united and to accept leadership
renewd.

“l have been speaking to them
(paty leadership) and | have been
told that 90 per cent of the mem-
bers have accepted the sngle lig of

candidates” he added.

Dr Mahathir said when the par-
ty's leadership criss began, he had
tried to stay away as there would
be people who would not appreciate
him interfering in the issue

“However, as the leader of the
codition, when it became dear that
they could not resolve the problems
themselves, | merely made some
suggestions and | am happy that
they have received the peace for-
mula” he sad.

“Umno has had its own problems
before, and |1 know how difficult it
is to resolve these problems” he
sid.

Dr Mahathir was pleasantly
surprised a the magnitude of sup-
port, as he did not expect to be
credited for his efforts in settling
the party’s internad problems.

He sad the MCA was the mogt
senior patner of Umno and dso
the second largest party within the

codition.

The asxocidtions representing a
membership of 500,000 people na
tionwide were present to express
their appreciation of the Prime
Minister’'s peace formula which
resolved the leadership criss.

Spokesman Thomas Leong from
the Malaysian Hainanese Gradu-
aes and Professonds Guild sad
the peace formula should not be
viewed as inteference by Umno,
and any such opinion was “non-
sendcd”.

He presented Dr Mahathir a
Chinese cdligraphy scroll with a
Chinese proverb which read “When
the noble horse embarks on a mis
son, it achieves grest success'.

He said the scroll was very
meaningful as the Mandarin  char-
acter for horse or “Mah” sounded
the same as the first syllable of Dr
Mahathirs name, and represented
his success in setling the problem.
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