PM: Opposition will

‘They will suffer crushing
defeat In next election’
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Zubaidah Abu Bakar
and Ainon Mohd

newsu nStp.coni. iy

SHAH ALAM. Sat. — Sounding the
battle drums early. Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Dy Mahathir Mohamad
predicted today the Opposition
would suffer a crushing defeat in
the next general election.

With Umno getting stronger and
recovering lost ground. the party
president :aid Opposition parties
should he trembling with fear of
the tate awaiting them.

“They say we are weak. we will
collapse. But let’'s wait for the next
election and we'll see what will
happen to the Opposition.”

“They should be afraid as the
time (of reckoning) for them is not
too far away,” he told thousands of
Umno members at the party’s 56th
anniversary celebrations at Stadi-
um Malawati iere.

In a taunting message to the Op-
position, r Mahathir said: “The
person and issue vou have exploit-
ed is no longer an issue in this
country.”

“Soros suffered losses... serves
him right. Now he is into writing
and has come out with a book
praising our measures, saying we
have been right.”

In the one-hour speech tracing
the historical events leading to the
establishment of Umno 56 years
ago, Dr Mahathir said no one could
deny the role played by the party in
uniting the Malays.

The Malays before independence
did not act and think as one com-
munity, but were divided into
small and weak states, and had no
leacders capable of uniting them.

Dr Mahathir said it was Umno
which united the Malays who were
rudely awakened from their slum-
ber with the proposed establish-
ment of the Malayan Union by the
British.

“Umno gave birth to a new breed
of Malays -~ Malays who are confi-
dent of their ability and dared to
look into the eyes of the British and

‘no’.

“This is the biggest success of
Umno, uniting the Malays in oppos-
ing the British. We succeeded be-
cause we were united, even the
weak will become strong if they are

Dr Mahathir said the Barisan Na-
sional Government had never been
afraid to face the people for a new
mandate.

In 1999, although confronted with
various issues and problems which
some said would cause the down-
fal of BN, the Prime Minister, who
is also BN chairman, said the gen-
gd dection wes cdled.

“We went to the polls and BN
won more than two-thirds of the
seats in Parliament.”

Dismissing criticism that Malay-
sia was undemocratic, Dr Mahathir
said the country had always been
one. He said detractors could con.
tinue with their criticism until they
frothed from the mouth but the
Government would be unfazed.

“Malaysia is a democratic coun-
try. We have been independent for
44 years, but we have had 10 gener-
a elections when in fact it should
only be eight.”

He said critics of Malaysia's un-
orthodox ways in dealing with the
financial crisis, including currency
speculator George Soros, now had
to est ther own words.

collapse

united which can defeat stronger
opponents.”

Dr Mahathir said the British
caved in and acceded to the wishes
of the Malays after seeing their
strong objection against the Malay-
an Union.

He said the younger generation
should be grateful to Umno because
if not for the party’s struggle in de-
fending the rights of the communi-
ty, the Malays would have logt out.

“If not for Umno, perhaps Malay-
sia will be like Singapore where the
Malays become the minority group,
not having a place even in their
owncountry.”

The Prime Minister said Malay-
sia, steered by the Umno-led Gov-
ernment, had achieved such tre-
mendous progress since
independence that the country was
now seen as a model for other de-
veloping countries.

“From a country under colonial
rule, we havg become a model for
others. Many foreign leaders visit
us now, wahting to learn our for-
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“Young leaders must

by racia riots in 1969, many
predicted it was the end for
Malaysia.

But Dr Mahathir said the
Umno-led Government per-
severed, coming up with
policies and programmes
which were able to arrest
the unhappiness and ten-
,sion among the people.

“Since then, we never had
to contend with any more
racia riots. This is a tre-
mendous achievement,
something which is difficult
to see happening in other
countries, let alone in multi-
racial nations.”

Dr Mahathir said Maay-
sia's success rested on the
ability of its people to re-
solve problems through dis-
cussion instead of confron-
tation.

Reminding the younger
generation in Umno of their
role and responsibility, he
said they must equip them-

owledgeable’

selves with knowledge and
skills before taking over the
task of running the party
and country.

“l hope the Youth and Py-
teri members, when assum-
ing the country’s leader-
ship, will not forget the
struggles of their elders.

“1 also hope they will en-
sure that the country is able
Ito stand tall international-
y.Yl
Dr Mahathir said the Ma-
lays possessed similar quali-
ties as other races, hence
there should not be any rea-
son why they could not take
on theworld.

He added that many Ma-
laysians had shown their
true grit, the latest example
being swimmer and former
national cyclist Abdul Ma-
lik Mydin who was attempt-
ing to swim 34km across the
English Channel,

Dr Mahathir said in the
Government, employees re-
tired upon reaching 56 years
of age but Umno would con-
tinue to serve the country.
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