
Dr M tvtgtrjiculate  our strong
views in visit to White House
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad calls on yet
another White House
occupant on Tuesday, the
third time he will be meeting
an American President at
his official residence.
HARDEV KAUR says he can
expect another warm
welcome.

A
W A R M welcome awaits
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir  Mohamad at  the
White House. This is the third

time Dr Mahathir will be at the resi-
dence of the world’s most powerful
leader -- the President of the United
States of America.

During each visit, the occupant of the
White House has been a different indi-
vidual. In 1984, the first time Dr Ma-
hathir visited, President Ronald Rea-
gan occupied it. In 1996 it was President
Rill  Clinton. On Tuesday. he will be



calling on President George W. Bush.
Each of the Presidents has been

“awed” with Malaysia’s achievements
and complimented the leadership for
its role in maintaining peace, harmony
and for contributing to development in
developing countries.

Reagan, after meeting Dr Mahathir,
said Malaysia’s “vibrant economy and
flourishing democratic institutions
should serve as an inspiration to the
developing world”.

Speaking to reporters after the two-
hour meeting, the then US President
had paid tribute to Dr Mahathir and
Malaysia for playing a vital role in
maintaining peace and stability in the
Southeast Asian region.

Reagan had said “Malaysia deserves
the world’s respect for its continuing
efforts on behalf of many refugees who
are fleeing communist persecution”.
Malaysia in the 1980s had provided
refuge for Vietnamese boat people who
were fleeing their homes as a result of
the war.

While there was praise from the
President,  the media was not as
“knowledgeable” about Malaysia. Some
wondered whether “Malaysia was once
part of China”, “Is it close to Siam?“,
“Why is the flag like ours?“, “Does he
(Dr Mahathir) speak English?” were
some of the questions raised by the
White House Press.

During the visit to the Clinton White
House in 1996, where the meeting last-
ed 70 minutes, Dr Mahathir cautioned
the US against using strong-arm tactics
in getting countries in Asia to accede to
its perspectives of what is right or
wrong.

President Clinton was told that it
was essential to allow the natural
forces within societies to evolve to-
wards their desired objectives, whether
in regard to human rights or democ-
racy. He was also reminded that the
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region is culturally very developed and
the societies there are very resilient.

Clinton, who told Dr Mahathir that
he admired the Prime Minister’s lead-
ership “very much”, sought his advice
on several issues. The President, when
asked what he thought uf  Dr Mahathir,
said “I admire the incredible accom-
plishment of his nation under his
leadership over the past several years”.

Dr Mahathir, true to form, was
forthright and direct when asked how
the US could conceptualise US “lead-
ership without dominance”. The Prime
Minister had told the President that it
was possible for countries like Malay-
sia to accept criticisms of what was
seen as right or wrong from an Ameri-
can perspective, as much as Malaysia
itself as a country had not hesitated
from saying what was right and what
was wrong to other countries on major
issues.

But Dr Mahathir drew the line be-
tween what was criticism and what
was arm-twisting. “If you go beyond
criticism and take actions in order to
force us to bow to your demands, then
you are twisting our arms and that we
will not accept,” Tan Sri Razali Ismail,
who was then Malaysia’s permanent
representative to the UN quoted the

Prime Minister as telling the President.
Clinton also paid tribute and ex-

pressed gratitude to Dr Mahathir for
Malaysia’s “contributions to the oper-
ations in Bosnia and in Somalia and for
being a responsible leader in world af-
fairs”.

Malaysian forces helped rescue 70 US
Rangers trapped at Bakara Market in
South Mogadishu in October 1995.
During the operation one Malaysian
army personnel was killed. But, un-
fortunately, the movie on this episode
- Black Hawk Down - ignores this
fact and there is no mention of the role
played by Malaysian forces.

The meeting with President George
W. Bush in Shanghai, according to both
Malaysian and US officials, was a
“clear warming of relations” and the
President had promised to strengthen
relations with Malaysia.

Dr Mahathir had also met the senior
Bush, when he was President, in Bos-
ton in 1989. It was at the height of the
US smear campaign against palm oil.
Even then Bush Sr had paid tribute to
Dr Mahathir “as a statesman and close
friend of the US”.

Despite the ups and downs in bilat-
eral relations, the reception that the
Prime Minister received in Washington

has been warm and friendly. The cur-
rent visit is expected to be no less
warm and friendly.

The bilateral relations have been
enhanced and stepped up in the wake
of the Sept 11 attacks on the US. Ma-
laysia, as a moderate Islamic nation
coupled with its strong views and con-
crete and quick action against terror-
ists and terrorism, has made its lead-
ership and views highly sought after.

While there are differences in opin-
ions, views and positions on a number
of issues between Malaysia and the US,
the Prime Minister is expected to state
his views and articulate them as he
always has ~ directly and bluntly.

There is no doubt that he is not about
to change his stand and views even if
they do not coincide with those of the
world’s most powerful leader - the US
President.

Malaysia may have different views
from the US on many issues, but this
does not make the country nor its
leaders anti-US or anti-Jews. Dr Ma-
hathir will continue to hold to his
views. He will not give up his inde-
pendence nor his views in search of
international peace and security.
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