
‘US can again be a friend to the w&d’
WASHINGTON: Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohamad,
w h e n launching t h e
Malaysia-America Friend-
ship Caucus at Capitol Hill
yesterday, said the United
States  can once again  be  the
u n i v e r s a l  f r i e n d  o f  t h e
world by being more gentle
towards  reca lc i t ran t  na t ions
and pt’oplt’.

Trade, Security and Eco-
nomic Cooperat ion Caucus .

h#s&%at!n>  i!&!~a@!2  and other  people .
about  Malaysia .

“Yet, there is every rea-
son  and  every  poss ib i l i ty  fo r
the United States and the
Americans to  be once again
the universal friend of the
world .”

Mahathir, who is on a
three-day visit to the US,
sa id  peop le  t end  to  respond
m o r e  p o s i t i v e l y  t o  t h e
friendly approach than to
confronta t ion .

“But we must admit that
a t  t he  momen t ,  we  a re
u n a b l e  t o accept t h e
absolute freedom that vou

”be l ieve  in .”  he  sa id .

“I ~voultl  hc lying if I say
that th(s  world still SW’s  the
lJnitf)tl  States of America as
thcx  friend that they knew,”
the prime minister told a
c losed-door  luncheon  a t  the
launch of the caucus, also
known as the Malaysia

The text of his speech
w a s  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e
Malaysian media here by
the prime minister’s office.

‘I’ht>  luncheon ,  he ld  a t  the
Speaker’s Dining Room ot
the  Capi to l ,  was  a t tended  by
members of the US Con-
gress .

“Pushed into a corner,
even the weakest will fight.
Victory river them will real-
l y  n o t  mran  much,” he said.

“There are certain free-
doms that you enjoy which
we th ink  we  can  do  wi thou t .

“We  hope you can toler-
ate our different sensr  of
values .  One day perhaps  WC
will be comfortable with
your  va lues .

The caucus, made up of
US Congressmen, is aimed at

Mahathir. who is well-
known for speaking his
mind, sa id Malays ians
understood Americans’  anx-
iety to see that the 9eedom
tha t  they  en joyed  shou ld  be
en joyed  a l so  by  Malays ians

“But for the moment, we
are not. I,et us celebrate the
difference for that is what
makes the world interest-
ing.”


	`US can again be a friend to the world' (The Sun 15/05/2002)

