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PI<II\IP: Minister Datuk Seri Dr Ma- 
hathir Mohamad is staying in the 
barn{’ hotel on his two-day Tokyo 
visit as former United States Prcsi- 
dent 13ill Clinton. 

It’s most unlikely, however. the 
t\vo xtatesmcn Lvill bump into each 
othclr at the huge Imperial Hotel 
\vhich has I .(I37 rooms and 66 suites 
as both are in the Japanese capital 
for tlifferc9t reasons. 

Dr Mahathir is here to speak to- 
day at the annual Nikkei Confer- 
ence being held at another hotel, 
some 20 minutes away. 

He also has a tight schedule lined 
up which includes discussions with 
Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro 
Koizumi and former Prime Minister 
Yasuhiro Nakasone. 

Clinton, meanwhile, is in town to 
give a lecture at the United Xations 
University. 

Another head of Government in 
Tokyo is Philippine President Glo- 
ria Macapagal Arroyo who begins 
her three-day official visit today. 
She is also due to speak at the Nik- 
kei conference. 

Dr Mahathir arrived late yester- 
day by private jet and took the 
train from Narita airport to the ho- 
tel in downtown Tokyo. He was 
seen off in Kuala Lumpur by his 
wife Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mo- 
hamed Ali and Ministers. 

Malaysia’s Ambassador to Japan 
Datuk Marzuki Mohammad Noor 
said it was faster for the Prime 
Minister to take the train as this 
would avoid the traffic congestion 
on the road during the evening 
rush hour. Furthermore, Dr Ma- 
hathir was due to have a private 
dinner with Nakasone soon after 
his arrival. 

Dr Mahathir will begin his day 
today with a breakfast meeting 
with members of the Japan-Malay- 
sia Parliamentarians Friendship 
League. 
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This group represents a cross-sec- 
tion of Japanese MPs who are con- 
versant with issues affecting Ma- 
laysia. 

Meanwhile, Bernama reports that 
Dr Mahathir will proceed to South 
Korea tomorrow at the invitation of 
President Kim Dae-jung in a visit 
aimed at enhancing Kuala Lumpur- 
Seoul relations and rapport be- 
tween both leaders. 

Dr Mahathir will also speak at a 
business luncheon organised by 
four major Korean business associ- 
ations and visit Hyundai Motor Re- 
search and Development, LG 
Chemical Investment and Sateliite 
Technology Research Centre Initia- 
tive. 

Dr Mahathir’s delegation in- 
cludes Foreign Minister Datuk Seri 
Syed Hamid Albar, International 
Trade and Industry Minister Datuk 
Seri Rafidah Aziz, Energy, Commu- 
nications and Multimedia Minister 
Datuk Amar Leo Moggic and Kedah 
Menteri Besar Datuk :,eri Syed Ra- 
zak Syed Zain. 


	Dr Mahathir in Tokyo to address annual Nikkei Conference today (NST 21/05/2002)

