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KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. — The
Malaysian Muslim Youth Move-
ment today welcomed Prime Min-
ister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo-
hamad’s decision to meet Pope
John Paul Il in the Vatican City next
month.

Abim president Ahmad Azam
Abdul Rahman said the meeting
would be meaningful towards ad-
dressing global issues from the
perspective of inter-faith dialogue.

“l believe this reflects an ack-
nowledgement of Malaysia’s voice
as representative, though not all, of
the Islamic nations ... nevertheless
a voice recognised as significant by
Pope John Paul,” he said.

“We are confident the meeting
will involve the exchange of opin-
ions on issues of terrorism as well
as current crises especially in West
Asia that involves Jews Christians
and Muslims.”

Umno Youth chief Datuk Hi-
shammuddin Hussein said the
Pope’s invitation was an acknow-
ledgement of the Prime Minister a
leader of moderate Muslim nations.

“The meeting would clarify the
stance of the Muslim world on the
Palestinian isues,” Hishammuddin
said. He said the Palestinian issue
not only concerned Muslims as there
were also many Palestlnlans who are
Christians.
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the 1nv1tat10n should be regard-
ed as a great honour as Dr Ma-
hathlr was thhly respected as a
$oLA fadern andiprogressive

Islamlc natlon

“The visit will be a major step
forward in the journey of
strengthening ties among the
peoples of different faiths in
Malaysia and the rest of the world,”
he said.
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