STAR | 7 JUN 2002

~Mahathir
- guestions
sincerity of
developed

countries

GENEVA: Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir ~ Mohamad sad
developed countries that try to
discipline developing nations
on the bads that they are
undemocratic, corrupt or lack
tr, ency, are driven more
by ulterior motives than hon-
est concern over the wefare
of the people

Questioning the sincerity of
th% developed countries, he
sid

“Is it redly concern for the
well-being “of the poor
oppressed people of the coun-
tries or is It frustration at not
being able to get a the wedth
thgt these countries have, not
being able to exploit ther
potentia ?

“It would seem that the lat-
ter is more likey to be the
objective” he sid in his
speech gn Social Dimension of
Globalisation at the 90th
Sesson of the Internationd
Labour Conference here yes
terday.

Dr Mahathir said powerful
countries invented al kinds of
reasons for moving in directly
to interfere in the affairs of
poor countries, claming that
they had the responsibility.to
protect the well-being of gl
the people intheworld. even if
they were citizens of other
countries.

The key word, he said, was
“be democratic or dl the peo-
ple and not just the govern-
ment would be punished,
deprived of food and medicine
and impoverished through
economic actions’.

He sad, to these powerful
nations, even the need to pay
lip-sarvice to the notion of
non-interference was frustrat-
ing, thus they created other
ways to dominate the poorer
countries by using internation-
d agendes and non-govern
mental organisations for these
bodies were not subject to the
dictum of non-interference.

The NGOs. he sad, ganed
legitimacy by citing corrup-
tion, abuse of power al man-
ners or excuses to keep the
government of the inaepen-
dent countries submissve.
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