
I’ve failed to change
Malay mindset: PM
‘I have tried to te;ach, scolded, cried and eve m prayed’
KUALA LUMPUR: Prime
Min i s t e r  Da tuk  Se r i  Dr
Mahathir Mohamad has
expressed regret over his
failure to change the mind-
set of Malays, whom he
slammed as complacent,
incompetent  and ungrateful .

Mahathir, who would
have been 21 years as prime
minis ter  on June 28,  sa id  he
had tried everything from
pleading to praying, in try-
ing to jolt the community
from what he called a “cul-
ture” of extravagance and
tak ing  the  easy  way  ou t .

“This is our culture. We

do not know what is hard-
sh ip ,  we  on ly  wan t  t h ings  to
be easy,” he said during an
interview with Mingguan
Malaysia.

The premier said despite
the  “d i s appo in t i ng”  t enden -
c y  t o  s t i l l  d e p e n d  o n  o t h e r ’ s
for their own development,
he still had hope that the
community would change
the i r  a t t i t udes .

“What else (can I do) . . . I
have tr ied to be an example,
t r ied  to  teach,  scolded,  cr ied
and even prayed.

“(But) I have failed. I have
failed to achieve the most

important thing - how to
change the  Malays.”

Malays  and  o ther .  ind ige-
nous  groups  make  up  65  % of
the  popula t ion  o f  23  mi l l ion ,
Chinese 26% and Indians
1%.

Mahathir, 76, said he is
dissa t i s f ied  wi th  the  cur ren t
position of Malays  in the
country ,  who despi te  rece iv-
ing aid from the govern-
ment,  are st i l l  unable to com-
pete  wi th  the  Chinese .

“If we were to take from
Kuala  Lumpur ,  a l l  t ha t
belongs to the Chinese
including their homes and

buildings, what is there left
(that b e l o n g s  t o t h e
Malays)?”  he  sa id .

“The  Chinese  in  Malays ia
have  no  spec ia l  r igh ts ,  they
experience discrimination.
But they are more successful
than us.” .

When asked if he would
change  anyth ing  i f  he  could
go back to 1981, when he first
t ook  pos i t i on  a s  p re s iden t  o f
Umno, Mahathir said he
would  have  chosen  no t  to  be
the par ty  leader .

“I want to be a normal
member Because I cannot do
anything ( for  the  Malays).
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